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The  Cidal 
sales  force 


Cidal  Soap  for  clean,  healthy  skins. 
That's  what  we're  telling 
20  million  mums  this  year,  with 
high-frequency  magazine  advertising. 
And  how  the  Irgasan  in  Cidal  is  that  much 
more  effective  against  bacteria. 
The  advertising's  about  to  break. 
So  check  your  stocks  of  Cidal  Soap  now. 


Honour  for 
Nl  chief 
pharmacist 


i. 


'Superstores' 


test  market 
by  Revlon 

New  JIC  rates 
for  1980 

Major  launch 
and  relaunch 
from  Beecham 


For  clean  healthy  skins. 


THEY'RE  FDR  CUTS,  KIDS  AND 

EVERYTHING  YOUR 
CUSTOMERS  CARE  ABOUT 


^Savlon  Liquid.  The  fastest-growing  product  on  the  market  Savlon  Cream.  A  brand  leader  in  the  antiseptic  cream  market. 


*Cepton.  A  gel  and  lotion  to  clear  spots.  A  facial  scrub  and  milk  to  prevent  them  coming  back. 

THERELL  BE  A  £500,000  ADVERTISING  CAMPAIGN 
BY  SAVLON  IN  1980. 

SEE  YOUR  REPRESENTATIVE  OR  LOCAL 
WHOLESALER  SOON. 


Care  Laboratories  Ltd. 


*Savlon  and  Cepton  are  trade  marks. 
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COMMENT 


Into  the  open 


It  may  be  a  cliche  to  say  that  there  is  no  smoke  without 
fire,  but  chemists  have  been  smelling  burning  over  the 
question  of  franchise  cosmetics  distribution  through 
supermarkets  for  a  long  time.  Now  Revlon  have  confirmed 
the  rumours  and  are  to  conduct  an  "experiment"  in 
marketing  Natural  Wonder  through  "superstores"  of  some 
half  dozen  major  retailing  groups  (p5). 

Inevitably  there  will  be  a  fresh  look  at  the  way  Revlon 
"answered  their  critics"  earlier  this  year  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Pharmaceutical  Association 
{C&D  March  31,  1979,  p413).  Managing  director  Mr 
Charles  Scanlan  said  then  that  everything  done  by  the 
company  was  for  sound  commercial  reasons  "but  always 
with  honourable  intentions".  Retailers  other  than  chemists 
were  "knocking  at  the  door"  to  handle  cosmetics  and 
chemists  had  been  losing  their  share  of  the  market  even 
without  that  competition.  Had  Mr  Scanlan  also  indicated 
that  his  company  might  be  a  willing  bride  for  those 
"other  retailers"  his  reception  at  the  NPA  meetings  might 
have  been  less  enthusiastic  to  say  the  least. 

Is  this  trend  in  the  market  inevitable?  Mr  Scanlan 
claimed  in  March:  "We  want  the  co-operation  of 
independent  chemists"  and  he  also  referred  to  the  fact 
that  Revlon  are  represented  in  only  one  in  ten 
independents  and  one  in  four  Boots — plenty  of  scope  left 
for  expansion  without  resorting  to  "superstores"  and 
their  cut-price  image,  it  might  be  thought. 

But  the  inevitability  may  come  from  other  sources. 
Revlon  were  challenged  at  the  meetings  over  the 
availability  of  Charlie  in  some  Woolworths  outlets  and  Mr 
Scanlan  denied  that  Revlon  were  themselves  the  source. 
But  in  September,  Faberge  found  it  necessary  to 
"formalise"  their  distribution  and  merchandising 
arrangements  with  Woolworths  in  line,  they  said,  with  the 
"increasing  availability  of  quality  fragrance  and  cosmetic 
products  in  high  street  multiple  stores".  (Go-incidentally 
Sainsburys  that  week  placed  their  notorious  advertisement 
about  "saving  yourself  a  trip  to  the  chemist"!) 

Another  factor  is  the  ability  of  manufacturers  to  refuse 
supplies  to  outlets  which  demand  them.  Argos  Distributors, 
the  catalogue  discount  chain,  have  reported  refusals  to 
the  Office  of  Fair  Trading  {C&D  November  24,  1979)  and 
some  cosmetics  companies  are  understood  to  be  among 
those  named.  And  with  anticipated  legislation  likely  to 
make  refusal  more  difficult  it  would  be  understandable  if 
the  cosmetics  manufacturers  began  to  "make  up"  with 
their  prospective  new  customers  before  rivals  steal  their 
thunder. 

But  what  is  the  future  of  these  cosmetics  companies  in 
the  supermarket?  Is  it  to  be  the  same  as  experienced  by 
manufacturers  of  other  merchandise?  Look  in  vain  in 
most  Sainsburys  for  an  extensive  brand  choice — you'll  find 
only  a  number  of  well-priced,  heavily  advertised  brands 
plus  a  quality  own  brand  in  place  of  the  others.  Look  in 
vain  in  the  Argos  catalogue  for  an  extended  line  run — 
you'll  find  only  a  top-selling  item  from  the  range  which 
should  form  the  bread-and-butter  for  other  outlets  which 
provide  the  service  and  the  range. 

Sainsburys  have  told  C&D  that  Natural  Wonder  will  be 
in  only  six  stores  during  the  test,  but  they  have  Cover  Girl 
(which  ironically  is  now  also  available  to  chemists)  in 
some  70  of  their  branches.  Once  the  door  is  open  it  is 
unlikely  that  distribution  will  stop  at  superstores — or  that 
promotion  will  stop  short  of  price-cutting.  The  image  of 
cosmetics  will  change — and  Revlon  and  companies  of  like 
mind  cannot  look  to  the  chemist  to  preserve  quality  images 
which  can  be  exploited  for  supermarkets'  profits.  As  with 
toiletries,  it  will  be  a  case  of  joining  the  race  or  dropping 
out,  and  franchise  houses  will  be  among  the  losers. 
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Honour  for  Nl 
chief  pharmacist 


8p  more  for 
contractors 

As  C&D  went  to  press  it  was  learned 
that  NHS  chemdst  contractors  have 
been  awarded  an  increase  of  8p  per 
prescription  from  January  1.  On-cost 
is  to  remain  at  11.3  per  cent. 

The  increase  reflects  'increased  costs, 
including  the  increase  in  notional 
salary  for  1979  (that  for  1980  is  still  to 
be  negotiated).  It  is  completely  distinct 
from  the  Franks  panel  negotiations 
and  is  not  conditional  on  acceptance 
of  the  DHSS  "package"  offer  on  the 
panel  report. 

Maintenance  of  the  on-cost  will 
mean  an  estimated  3p  per  prescription, 
based  on  196p  net  ingredient  cost  in 
1979  and  a  forecast  225p  in  1980.  The 
8p  increase  is  worth  some  £28m  a 
year  to  the  balance  sheet,  of  which 
£12m  comes  from  the  rise  in  notional 
salary  already  agreed. 


Dr  Norman  C.  Cooper,  MPSNI,  who 
has  been  chief  pharmacist  at  the 
Northern  Ireland  Department  of  Health 
for  12  years,  was  awarded  an  OBE  in 
the  New  Year  Honours  List. 

Before  entering  the  Civil  Service  in 
1966,  Dr  Cooper  was  senior  science 
master  at  Portadown  College  and  later 
ran  a  pharmacy  in  Lurgan.  He  became  a 
member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Northern  Ireland's  Council  in  1959, 
served  on  its  Education,  Ethical  and  Law 
Committees  and  was  president  1963-65. 
He  is  a  former  member  of  the  Northern 
Ireland  Hospitals  Authority. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain's  scientific  adviser,  Dr  D.  C. 
Garratt,  FRIC,  was  also  awarded  an 
OBE.  Dr  Garratt  was  formerly  chief 
analyst.  Boots  Co  Ltd. 

The  chairman  of  the  Glaxo  Group, 
Mr  Austin  E.  Bide,  FRIC,  has  been 
awarded  a  knighthood.  Mr  Bide  joined 
Glaxo's  research  department  at  Green- 
ford,  Middlesex,  in  1940.  He  was  pre- 
viously on  the  staff  of  the  Department 
of  the  Government  Chemist.  Mr  Bide 
was  appointed  to  the  board  in  1962  and 
became  chairman  and  chief  executive  of 
Glaxo  Holdings  Ltd  in  April  1973. 

He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Confederation  of  British  Industry  and  is 
chairman  of  its  research  and  technology 
committee.  He  serves  on  a  number  of 
committees  of  the  British  Institute  of 
Management  and  is  a  non-executive 
director  of  BL  Ltd. 

Mr  P.  W.  Cunliffe,  chairman,  ICI 
pharmaceuticals  division,  has  been 
awarded  a  CBE.  Other  honours  go  to: 
M.  J.  B.  Evans  and  Elizabeth  C.  Shore, 
deputy  chief  medical  officers,  Depart- 
ment of  Health  fCB);  A.  L.  Rennie,  Sec- 
retary, Scottish  Home  and  Health  De- 
partment fCB);  Elston  Grey-Turner,  for- 
mer secretary,  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion CCBE);  D.  A.  J.  Tyrrell,  deputy 
director.  Clinical  Research  Centre,  Medi- 
cal Research  Council  (CBE);  C.  C.  P. 
Williams,  former  chairman,  Price  Com- 
mission (CBE). 

Compensation  for 
'unfair  demotion' 

A  Birmingham  industr'ial  tribunal  has 
ruled  that  a  company  which  made  a  dis- 
penser return  to  'being  a  shop  assistant 
after  seven  years  acted  unfairly. 

The  "demotion"  of  Mrs  Linda  Rox- 
burgh, the  assistant,  amounted  to  the 
same  as  an  unfair  dismissal  entitling  her 
to  resign  and  claim  compensation,  the 
tribunal  said.  She  was  awarded  £649 
against  A.  &  J.  Lloyd  (Investments)  Ltd, 
Long  Street,  Atherstone,  Warwicks. 

The  tribunal  heard  that  Mrs  Roxburgh 
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went  to  work  as  a  shop  assistant  for 
Westons  Chemists  in  Brownhill,  Staffs, 
in  1971  but  hecame  a  dispenser  working 
under  the  direction  of  a  pharmacist. 
Giving  the  tribunal's  decision,  the  chair- 
man, Mr  William  Senior,  said  that  the 
pharmacy  was  taken  over  by  Lloyds  who 
decided  that  a  pharmacist  could  do  the 
dispensing  on  his  own;  Mrs  Roxburgh 
was  then  aSked  to  work  solely  as  a  shop 
assistant. 

The  company,  he  said,  claimed  it  was 
entitled  to  do  this  because  she  was 
originally  engaged  as  a  shop  assistant  and 
that  was  her  job.  But  it  was  breaking 
what  had  become  her  contract  of  em- 
ployment. Her  job  as  shop  assiistant  might 
carry  the  same  wage  but  it  was  different 
in  status,  prestige  and  level  of  respons- 
ibility. 

The  view  might  be  taken,  he  added, 
that  there  were  grounds  on  which  the 
employer  might  have  treated  the  situa- 
tion as  a  redundancy  and  that  the  need 
for  someone  to  work  as  a  dispenser  was 
no  longer  there,  but  the  company  did 
not  put  its  case  that  way.  If  the  employer 
had  presented  the  case  like  that,  and 
dealt  with  the  matter  in  a  fair  and  rea- 
sonable manner  the  employee  might  have 
been  entitled  to  just  a  redundancy  pay- 
ment. Mrs  Roxburgh,  he  said,  had  been 
given  no  opportunity  to  discuss  what  had 
happened  with  the  shop  manager  or  the 
directors  df  the  company. 

No  control  of  lens 

solution  sales 

but  licensing  starts 

The  Department  of  Health  has  decided 
not  to  restrict  sale  of  contact  lens  fluids 
to  pharmacies  or  opticians  "at  this  stage". 
Instead,  licensing  controls  have  been  in- 
troduced and  the  method  of  sale  will  be 
"kept  under  review". 

Since  January  I  no  new  contact  lens 
fluids  can  be  introduced  on  to  the  UK 
market  nor  can  any  firm  start  manufac- 
turing or  wholesale  dealing  in  these  pro- 
ducts without  the  necessary  licence. 

The  Medicines  (Contact  Lens  Fluids 
and  Other  Substances)  (Exemption  from 
Licences)  Order  1979  (SI  1979,  No  1585, 
HM  Stationery  Oflfice,  £0.20)  exempts 
pharmacists,  doctors  and  registered 
ophthalmic  opticians  from  manufac- 
turers' licensing  for  assembly  consisting 
solely  of  relabelling.  The  exemption  en- 
ables pharmacies  to  sell  own  label  solu- 
tions without  a  manufacturers'  licence 
provided  certain  specified  conditions  are 
met,  including  giving  notice  to  the 
licensing  authority. 

Products  and  firms  already  on  the  mar- 
ket  have   transitional   exemption  from 


licensing,  which  will  be  phased  in  gradu- 
ally. Firms  in  this  position  are  asked  to 
apply  for  licences  by  March  1.  Labelling 
regulations  will  also  be  made  to  provide 
appropriate  information  for  the  profes- 
sions. 

Pharmacies'  sales 
beat  drug  stores 

Pharmacies'  better  sales  performance 
compared  with  drug  stores  is  confirmed 
by  the  latest  statistics  issued  by  the  A.  C. 
Nielsen  research  organisation — the  first 
to  include  year-on-year  comparisons 
since  the  data  base  was  changed  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  two  groups. 

In  September-October,  drug  stores 
were  only  15  per  cent  ahead  of  their 
previous  year  compared  with  18  per  cent 
for  multiples-Co-operatives  and  17  per 
cent  for  independent  pharmacies  (Boots 
are  not  included  in  the  base).  The  1979 
average  weekly  cash  sales  were:  — 
multiple  and  Co-operative  pharmacies 
£1,290;  independent  pharmacies  £934; 
drug  stores  £1,553. 

When  cash  and  NHS  turnover  are 
taken  together  the  split  between  multiple- 
Co-operative  pharmacies  and  indepen- 
dents remained  at  the  1978  level  of  13.7 
to  86.3  per  cent.  Total  turnover  for  Sep- 
tember-October 1979  was  £208,421,000. 

NHS  accounted  for  49.3  per  cent 
of  turnover  in  multiples-Co-operatives 
(50.6  in  1978)  and  62.7  per  cent  in  in- 
dependents (63.6  per  cent).  The  average 
number  of  prescriptions  dispensed  per 
pharmacy  in  multiples-Co-operatives 
during  August  was  2,162  (2,158  in  1978) 
and  during  September  2,115  (2,228);  for 
independents  the  figures  were  August 
2,593  (2,639),  September  2,514  (2,668). 

Pharmacies  took  80.4  per  cent  of  the 
combined  pharmacy-drug  store  cash  turn- 
over in  September-October  with 
£81,526,000  out  of  the  total  of 
£101,406,000.  In  1978  pharmacies  had  80 
per  cent  of  the  total  of  £86,784,000. 
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'Superstore' 
trial  for 
Revlon 


Mew  ^ 


"Some  legacy!" 


Revlon  will  be  selling  their  Natural 
Wonder  range  through  the  larger 
branches  of  certain  supermarkets  in  1980 
— a  step  which  NPA  sugges'ts  may 
"cheapen  'their  ™age". 

An  official  Press  statement  from  the 
company  explains  that:  "In  the  last  few 
years  one  of  the  most  radical  and  major 
developments  in  retailing  in  the  UK  has 
been  'the  opening  'by  several  store  groups 
of  very  large  modern  shopping  units. 
These  units,  often  called  superstores, 
carry  a  wide  range  of  products  and  pro- 
vide the  consumer  with  a  shopping  en- 
vironment that  gives  them  convenience 
and  value  in  a  pleasant,  attractive  setting. 
"Revlon  UK  have  been  following  these 
developments  closely  and  have  been  talk- 
ing to  some  of  the  country's  major  retail- 
ing groups  about  the  potential  of  their 
superstores  stocking  the  Natural  Wonder 
range  of  cosmetics. 

"In  order  to  test  this  potential.  Revlon 
have  decided  to  mount  an  experimental 
operation  with  their  full  Natural  Wonder 
range  in  a  selected  numher  of  super- 
stores. It  is  planned  that  the  test  will 
take  place  on  specified  display  stands  'in 
the  health,  beauty  and  fashion  areas  of 
25  superstore  units."  There  are  five  store 
groups  involved,  of  which  four  have  been 
named  as  Fine  Fare.  Key  Markets,  J. 
Sainsbury  and  Tesco.  It  'is  expected  that 
the  test  period  will  last  for  12  months. 

Price  war  threat 

A  report  in  the  Financial  Times  con- 
cluded that  during  the  te.st  it  was  un- 
likely that  the  stores  would  discount  the 
products  but  there  is  a  widespread  fear 
that  if  cosmetics  gain  a  foothold  in  super- 
markets a  price  war  could  result. 

Sains'bury's  have  been  pressing  for  a 
decision  of  this  sort  for  some  time  and 
even  threatened  to  take  reluctant  manu- 
facturers to  the  Office  of  Fair  Trading, 
claiming  that  their  refusal  to  supply  was 
a  breach  of  competition  legislation.  They 
seemed  to  content  themselves  however 
with  launching  their  own  range  of  cos- 
metics called  Natur.  The  company  says 
that  these  products  have  been  well 
received. 

Asked  to  comment  on  this  move  a 
Boots  spokesman  felt  inclined  to  say: 
"So  what?"  In  his  opinion  women  would 
continue  to  want  to  buy  their  cosmetics 
from  traditional  outlets.  Boots,  he  said, 
were  also  able  to  offer  a  very  wide  choice 
of  cosmetics  which  they  sold  'in  congenial 
surroundings. 

The  National  Pharmaceu'tical  Associa- 
tion feel  that  Revlon  have  made  a  move 
in  the  wrong  direction  but  as  they  say: 
"It  has  been  obvious  since  Natural 
Wonder  was  launched  that  it  was  in- 
tended  primarily   for   self-service  sale 


through  outlets  other  than  pharmacies 
and  department  stores. 

"We  think  there  is  a  real  risk  that 
this  move  will  cheapen  the  whole  image 
of  the  various  Revlon  ranges.  Moreover, 
a  cosmetic  price  war  would  be  a  rather 
large  nail  in  the  coffin  of  independent 
pharmacy  and  would  result  in  a  sharp 
dec'hne  in  the  standard  of  service  and 
choice  of  cosmetic  products  available  to 
the  public. 

"To  be  sold  effectively  cosmetics  need 
to  be  attractively  merchandised  and 
handled  by  properly-trained  staff  able  to 
advise  each  customer  about  her  in- 
dividual requirements. 

"We  are  sorry  but  not  surprised  that 
ReVlon  have  taken  this  step;  they  know 
our  views  and  we  hope  that  the  results 
of  the  test  marketing  exercise  will  en- 
courage them  to  think  again." 

Wholesalers'  margin 
cut  by  Beecham 

Beecham  Research  Laboratories  and 
Bencard  have  reduced  their  wholesaler 
discounts  from  the  15  per  cent  level, 
which  has  operated  since  1953.  to  12t 
per  cent. 

New  wholesaler  agreements  sent  out 
just  before  Christmas  apply  from 
January  I  and  have  been  notified  to  the 
Department  of  Health.  In  a  covering 
letter,  Beecham  point  out  that  pharma- 
ceutical manufacturers"  profitability  has 
been  tightly  controlled  under  the  various 
price  regulation  schemes.  "At  a  time 
when  the  costs  of  all  supplies  to  the  NHS 


are  under  scrutiny,  we  have  carefully  re- 
viewed the  contributory  costs  relating  to 
our  products  and  it  has  become  clear 
that  a  disproportionate  amount  is  at 
present  allocated  to  distribution." 

It  is  stated  in  the  letter  that  the  reason 
for  raising  margins  to  15  per  cent  in  1953 
was  that  the  prevailing  121  per  cent  was 
too  low  for  efficient  wholesaler  distribu- 
tion— but  there  is  no  mention  of  the 
discounts  currently  being  offered  to  re- 
tailers by  wholesalers  as  a  factor  in  the 
decision  to  revert  to  the  1953  figure. 

APC  elections 
in  Scotland 

Pharmacists  in  Scotland  who  are  con- 
tinuously employed  full-time  by  chemist 
contractors  wil!  be  eligible  lo  take  part  in 
the  forthcoming  elections  for  Area 
Pharmaceutical  Committees,  provided 
their  names  are  included  in  the  list  of 
electors  prepared  by  the  returning  officer. 

Employers  have  been  asked  by  Health 
Boards  to  furnish  information  about 
their  own  employees  but  if  this  has  not 
been  sent,  pharmacist  employees  should 
send  the  following  details  to  the  retur- 
ing  officer.  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain,  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh, 
EH]  3HU,  not  later  than  January  14:  — 
full  name  and  private  address,  employer's 
name  and  address.  Health  Board  area  in 
which  employed. 

There  will  be  a  separate  election  for 
representatives  of  contractors  and  par- 
ticulars for  compiling  electoral  lists  are 
already  available. 
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JIC  rates 
increased 

New  minimum  rates  of  pay  for  pharmacy 
managers  and  manageresses,  pharmadsts, 
dispensing  assistants  and  shop  assistants 
have  been  agreed  by  the  National  Joint 
Industrial  Council  for  Retail  Pharmacy 
(England  and  Wales),  and  will  operate 
from  the  first  pay  day  in  the  week  com- 
mending December  31,  1979. 

The  new  rates  for  pharmacists  are 
some  25  per  cent  higher  than  the  pre- 
vious minimum  rates  and  for  assistants 
15  per  cent  higher.  Holiday  entitlements 
for  assistants  have  also  been  increased. 
The  new  rates  (which  are  minima  and  do 
not  imply  an  increase  for  those  receiving 
above  the  rate)  are:  — 

Pharmacists  (P4) 

Annual  salary  scales 
Pharmacist  managers  and  manageresses 
Turnover  London  Provincial 

£1,200  to  £1,299  £5,251  £5,180 
£1,300  to  £1,399  £5,360  £5,289 
£1,400  to  £1.499  £5,469  £5,397 
£1,500  to  £1,599  £5,577  £5,506 
£1,600  and  over  £5,686  £5,615 
Pharmacists 
First  year  after 

registration  £3,889  £3,820 

Second  year  after 

registration  £4,026  £3,957 

Rota  payments 

Where  a  pharmacist  is  called  on  to  per- 
form rola  duties  in  compliance  with 
arrangements  under  the  NHS,  payment 
shall  be  made  as  follows:  — 
Weekdays  £160 
Sunday,  weekly  short  days  and 
customary  holidays  £4.10 

Dispensing  Assistants  and 
Shop  Assistants  DSA  (4) 

Minimum  weekly  rates  of  wages 
Dispensing  assistants 

London  Provincial 
Age  20  £53.13  £52.80 

21  £54.58  £54.25 

Shop  assistants 


London 

Provincial 

Provincial 

'A' 

'B' 

Age  16 

£29.27 

£29.00 

£28.75 

17 

£34.07 

£33.80 

£33.55 

18 

£38.92 

£38.65 

£38.40 

19 

£41.32 

£41.05 

£40.80 

20 

£48.57 

£48.30 

£48.05 

Hours  of  work:  The  weekly  rates  of 
wages  are  for  a  normal  working  week  of 
not  more  than  40  hours  exclusive  of 
mealtimes. 

Annual  holidays:  Annual  holidays  with 
full  pay  shall  be  on  the  basis  of  one 
working  day's  holiday  for  each  calendar 
month  of  continuous  serv^ice  up  to  March 
31.  After  one  year's  continuous  service  at 
March  31,  the  annual  entitlement  shall 
be  three  weeks;  after  three  years'  service, 
three  weeks  and  two  days;  and  after  five 
years'  service  four  weeks. 
Special  relief:  The  dispensing  assistants 
and  shop  assistants  agreement  permits 


The  1935  "baby"  Austin  7  sponsored  by  Numark  and  other  local  firms  to  make  the 
round  trip  from  Trowbridge  in  Wiltshire  to  John  0'  Groats.  The  trip  (successfully 
completed  after  an  engine  change)  is  expected  to  add  £1,000  to  the  PC  Kellam 
Memorial  Fund.  PC  Kellam,  from  Trowbridge,  was  murdered  attempting  to  arrest  a 
young  thief;  he  left  a  wife  and  two  young  children. 


any  employer  providing  an  essential  phar- 
maceutical service  to  apply  for  authority 
to  pay  up  to  15  per  cent  lower  rates  if 
the  combined  NHS  and  counter  turnover 
is  less  than  £1,800  per  week. 

US  proposals  to 
withdraw  llosone 

The  United  States  Food  and  Drug  Ad- 
ministration's bureau  of  drugs  has  pro- 
posed that  tablets  and  capsules  contain- 
ing erythromycin  estolate  should  be 
taken  off  the  market.  The  bureau  believes 
the  drug  causes  liver  damage  in  adults 
much  more  frequently  than  other  forms 
of  erythromycin  and  has  no  compen- 
sating benefits. 

Under  FDA's  proposal,  the  manufac- 
turers would  be  asked  to  discontinue  the 
tablets  and  capsules.  The  agency  is  still 
evaluating  the  paediatric  liquid  forms 
which  it  considers  suitable  for  treating 
infants  and  children  under  six. 

Last  August  the  bureau  asked  Eli  Lilly 
&  Co  to  withdraw  llosone  voluntarily 
but  the  company  declined,  claiming  the 
drug  was  safe  and  effective.  Danbury 
Pharmacal  Inc,  who  also  manufacture 
the  drug,  replied  that  it  would  remove 
the  product  voluntarily  if  erythromycin 
estolate  was  "definitely  determined  by  all 
concerned"  to  be  harmful. 

The  proposed  action  does  not  apply  to 
other  erythromycin  compounds.  In- 
terested parties  have  a  month  to  com- 
ment and  request  a  hearing  before  an 
FDA  administrative  law  judge,  who 
would  recommend  to  the  FDA  commis- 
sioner whether  to  issue  a  final  notice 
withdrawing  approval  of  the  antibiotic. 
This  process  could  take  several  months. 

Explaining  the  proposed  action,  Dr  J. 
Richard  Crout,  the  bureau's  director, 
said  it  was  formerly  believed  that  the 
estolate  may  be  more  effective  than  other 
erythromycins  because  it  was  more  fully 
absorbed  into  the  bloodstream.  But  two 


recent  studies  indicate  that,  in  adults, 
the  estolate  is  no  better  absorbed  than 
the  other  compounds  and  may  be  more 
poorly  absorbed.  Dr  Crout  added  that 
the  liver  damage  caused  by  erythromycin 
estolate  occurs  mainly  in  adults  and 
heals  after  the  drug  is  discontinued.  He 
advised  patients  taking  it  to  consult 
their  doctors  who  could  offer  safer 
alternatives. 

Pharmacist  sailors 
get  together 

An  "Association  of  Sailing  Pharmacists" 
may  be  inaugurated  at  this  year's  Boat 
Show,  being  held  at  Earls  Court,  London. 

Mr  J.  A.  Davies,  MPS,  Sheffield,  is 
inviting  like-minded  enthusiasts  to  join 
him  at  the  Show  during  Saturday, 
January  12,  when  he  will  be  on  the  stand 
of  Mediterranean  Charter  Services  (H8). 

Pharmacists  intending  to  visit  the  Show 
may  contact  Mr  Davies  at  B.  G.  Glover 
Ltd,  255  Southey  Green  Road,  Sheffield 
S5  7QB  (telephone  385462).  Planned 
meeting  times  are  11.30  am  or  the  even- 
mg  of  January  12  after  7  pm.  It  is  under- 
stood that  some  25  pharmacists  have 
already  expressed  an  interest. 

Brands  favoured 

A  former  generic  tablet  manufacturer 
has  recently  extolled  the  Virtues  of 
branded  drugs. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Daily  Telegraph  Mr 
R.  J.  Woodward,  of  G.  O.  Woodward 
and  Co  Ltd,  says:  "I  would  rather  have 
the  pharmaceutical  product  of  the  origi- 
nator". In  his  follow  up  to  Mr  Cox's 
letter  which  appeared  in  the  Telegraph 
(C&D,  p993)  supporting  an  article  in  the 
newspaper  favouring  generic  dispensing, 
Mr  Woodward  also  attacks  the  amount 
of  drugs  supplied  and  emphasises  the 
need  for  preventive  medicine,  whole  food 
diets  and  less  "body  abuse". 
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Mr  Lascelles  North,  MPS,  has  some  new 
bags  to  pack  when  he  goes  on  his  travels. 
Mr  North,  of  EUand,  West  Yorkshire, 
won  a  complete  set  of  luggage  in  a  com- 
petition to  promote  Deep  Fresh.  Mr 
North  (centre)  was  presented  with  his 
prize  by  Reckitt  and  Colman's  area  man- 
ager, Mr  Les  Johnstone  (left),  and  area 
sales  planning  executive,  Mr  Ray  Wass. 
Mrs  Linda  Cameron,  staff  pharmacist  at 
the  Scottish  Department  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  has  been  elected  to 
serve  as  a  member  of  council  of  the 
Scottish  Society  of  the  History  of  Medi- 
cine for  a  period  of  three  years.  Mrs 
Cameron  is  secretary  of  the  British 
Society  for  the  History  of  Pharmacy. 

IVIr  Robert  Haslam  has  been  elected  a 
deputy  chairman  of  TCI  from  April  1.  He 
will  continue  to  be  the  director  resident 
in  the  US  and  in  addition  to  being  terri- 
torial director  of  the  Americas  he  will  be 
chairman  of  the  territorial  policy  group. 
He  was  appointed  to  the  board  in  April 
1974  after  three  years  as  chairman  of  the 
fibres  di\ision  and  was  the  company's 
personnel  director  until  his  appointment 
as  director  resident  in  the  US  in  October 
1979.  Sir  Raymond  Pennock,  a  deputy 
chairman,  will  be  leaving  the  ICT  board 
at  the  end  of  March  1980  to  become 
chairman  of  BICC. 

Deaths 

Drummond:  Mr  John  Drummond,  MPS, 
31  Fishescoates  Avenue,  Burnside, 
Rutherglen,  Glasgow,  on  December  17. 
Mr  Drummond  qualified  in  1925. 
Ross:  Mr  James  Ross,  MPS,  Altonburn 
Cottage,  Altonburn,  Nairn,  on  December 
20.  Mr  Ross,  formerly  manager  of  Dun- 
can, Flockhart  &  Co  Ltd,  Princes  Street, 
Edinburgh,  qualified  in  1920. 
Two  of  Kodak  Ltd's  former  directors  of 
re.search,  Dr  E.  B.  Knott  and  Dr  D.  A. 
Spencer,  have  died  recently.  Dr  Knott's 
special  interest  while  at  the  bench  was  in 
sens'i'tising  dyes  and  he  published  many 
papers  and  patents  on  this  and  related 
subjects.  Dr  Spencer,  who  was  also  man- 
aging director  1957-66  and  later  deputy 
chairman,  was  for  ten  years  chief  exa- 
miner in  photography  for  the  City  and 
Guilds  of  London  Institute  and  chairman 
of  the  Photographic  Industry  Committee 
of  the  British  Standards  Institution  for 
17  years.  He  was  the  author  of  some  40 
patents,  50  articles  and  many  books. 
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TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS 

by  Xrayser 

Minima 

I  used  to  think  I  had  a  good,  straightforward  stock  control  system.  It  is 
designed  to  make  it  easy  for  anyone  who  can  count  up  to  six  to  top  up 
the  shelves  from  the  stock  room  and  reorder  if  need  be,  the  number  to  be 
ordered  being  listed  under  a  column  labelled  "reorder"-  If,  for  example, 
the  stock  falls  below  three,  the  reorder  number  might  be  six, 
representing  about  a  month's  stock,  the  three  being  a  lead-time  holding 
of  approximately  two  weeks. 

Simple?  Well  I'm  beginning  to  wonder.  Since  my  best  shop  assistant 
finally  left  due  to  illness  I  have  had  confident  people  assisting  me,  able 
enough  to  grasp  the  work  in  a  couple  of  minutes,  but  who  (through  lack 
of  interest  I  suspect)  have  conspired  to  almost  double  my  stock  in  a 
few  weeks.  When,  for  example  we  had  a  product  like  the  largest 
Sanatogen  powder,  where  only  one  is  wanted,  I  found  my  helpers  had 
blithely  ignored  the  reorder  figure  and  put  down  half  a  dozen:  I  now 
have  more  stock  of  assorted  liniments  than  the  wholesaler!  My  helper 
said:  "It  seemed  mean  to  order  only  three."  So  she  ordered  a  dozen  of 
each.  Short  of  starting  a  specialised  massage  parlour  for  geriatrics  in 
the  back  room,  I  can't  see  myself  moving  all  that  stock  under  twelve 
months. 

But  this  revelation  of  my  inefficiency  is  really  just  a  means  of  looking 
at  levels  of  stock  and  minimum  reorder  quantities.  When  I  order  from 
firms  like  Beecham  and  Gibbs  I  am  prepared  to  ignore  monthly  stock 
targets,  because  if  I  am  to  remain  truly  competitive  I  can't  afford  not  to 
buy  on  their  best  terms — which  are  sometimes  as  much  as  25  per  cent 
below  best  wholesalers'  prices.  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  the  makers 
are  manipulating  retailers  into  virtually  a  four-month  cycle,  but  at  their 
prices  I  can  compete  hard  for  a  period  or  pick  up  a  useful  extra  profit, 
whichever  I  judge  best  for  my  shop. 

Dead  stock 

But  when  it  comes  to  buying  from  the  wholesaler  are  we  right  to  apply 
a  different  cheeseparing  standard?  I  admit  that  I  do — for  reasons  which 
seem  quite  businesslike  to  me.  In  the  first  place,  if  an  item  is  slow 
moving  (like  economy  Sanatogen)  I  only  want  one  for  it  costs  about 
£2.00,  and  a  minimum  of  three  might  represent  six  or  seven  months' 
stock.  And  then  there  is  the  chance  sale  of  an  item  to  be  obtained  as  a 
"special  "  for  a  particular  customer.  With  the  gross  proliferation  of  sizes 
and  varieties  in  a  single  shampoo,  for  example,  I  certainly  don't  want  to 
buy  a  dozen  large  bottles  of  Count  Draculas  "Necropolis"  shampoo  for 
dead  hair.  (Nor  his  toothpaste  for  blood  on  the  gums  for  that  matter). 

Yet  our  wholesalers  have  a  right  to  expect  some  reasonableness  from 
us,  so  that  I  have  more  sympathy  with  Messrs  Vestric's  introduction  of 
quarter  and  half-dozen  minimum  order  quantities  for  some  counter  lines, 
than  with  the  shrill  Mr  Golombeck  who  complains  of  it  (Letters, 
December  22  issue) .  I  think  theirs  is  a  better  proposition  than  that  of 
another  major  chain  whose  policy  of  charging  a  premium  of  2-5  per  cent 
on  splits  has  been  a  positive  disincentive  to  business  (so  long  as  they 
were  the  only  firm  adopting  the  practice)  for,  given  the  choice,  I  would 
rather  buy  where  I  didn't  have  to  pay  extra. 

Ultimately  our  buying  boils  down  to  our  statistics-  If  we  don't  know 
how  many  Carter's  pills  we  sell,  and  order  them  by  ones,  we  deserve  to 
be  wiped  out,  for  not  only  do  we  make  it  unprofitable  for  the  suppliers, 
but  we  make  extra  unprofitable  work  for  ourselves  and  the  staff  who 
have  to  be  paid  to  do  it — at  3p  a  minute?  As  I  have  a  small  business  with 
limited  buying  power  I  am  concerned  that  my  suppliers  remain  viable 
so  that  I  may  continue  to  serve  my  customers  as  efficiently  as  staff  will 
permit.  I  don't  want  a  minimum  quantity  of  say,  three  for  all  items, 
particularly  costly  counter  lines,  but  would  suggest  the  NPA  might  have 
some  ideas  on  a  minimum  line  value  which  would  help  wholesalers  to  a 
reasonably  uniform  practice  in  the  80  s.  If  the  ideas  come  from  us  we 
might  get  it  right.  Here's  wishing  us  all  a  Happy  New  Year. 
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VITAMIN  AND  MINERAL 

ENRICHED  CHEWY  CUBES 

(25  CALORIES  PER  CUBE- 

105  KILOJOULES) 

A  FOOD  SUPPLEMENT 

ONLY  EFFECTIVE 

AS  PART  OF  A  CALORIE 

CONTROLLED  DiET 


Spring  Campaign 

£350>  000 
Starts  January  7th 

Special  display  units  available  now  on  bonus  terms 
from  your  wholesaler  or  Cuticura  representative. 

CUTICURA  U\BORATORIES,  CORDWALUS  ESTATE,  MAIDENHEAD,  BERKS. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


Bristol-Myers  capitalise  on 
Clairol's  reputation 


Bristol-Myers  are  to  further  extend  the 
prestige  of  their  Clairol  brand  name  into 
hair  care  toiletries  markets — starting  with 
Clairol  Natural  Balance  shampoo. 

A  test  market  in  Southern,  Harlech 
and  Westward  areas  (C&D  Beauty  Busi- 
ness, March  24,  1979)  gave  the  shampoo 
a  4  per  cent  sterling  brand  share,  and 
now  the  national  launch  will  be  backed 
by  a  £lm  spend,  including  £750,000  on 
national  television. 

The  shampoo  comes  in  four  variants: 
meadowsweet  for  dry  hair,  marigold  for 
normal  hair,  lemon  balm  for  greasy  hair, 
and  rosemary  for  longer  or  fly-away 
hair  (the  latter  variant  claimed  to  be 
unique  in  the  market).  As  the  brand 
name  implies,  it  is  balanced  to  the  hair's 
natural  pH  of  around  5.5.  The  bottles 
(95ml,  £0.47;  190ml,  £0.77)  match 
Natural  Balance  conditioner  which  was 
launched  in  1976  and  is  reported  to  be 
holding  an  8  per  cent  share.  They  are 
available  two-dozen  pre-packs  supported 
at  point  of  sale  by  head-boards  and  shelf- 
strips.  In  addition  to  television,  promo- 
tional backing  will  include  attractive  in- 
troductory prices  and  10  million  "8p-off" 
coupons  delivered  door-to-door. 

Bristol-Myers  say  the  shampoo  market 
is  now  worth  £52m  at  rsp  and  growing 
in  both  volume  and  sterling.  They  fore- 
cast that  in  1980  about  146  million  units 
will  be  sold  to  a  value  of  £60m — about 
one-third  of  the  money  will  be  spent  on 
medicated  brands.  Bristol-Mycrs  Co  Ltd. 
Stamford  House,  Station  Road,  Lani^Jev, 
Bucks  SL3  6EB. 

Germ -resistant 
foam  sponge 

A  synthetic,  germ-resistant,  foam  sponge, 
which  the  makers  claim  means  household 
and  bathroom  sponges  staying  fresh  and 
hygienic  longer,  is  available  from  Meyer 
and  Myer. 

Double  M  Everfresh  sponges  contain 
a  bacteriostat   ingredient  "locked"  into 


^(  .'IK'        \  1 

1/    (lA  W 

i  OtWh 

NATURAL  i 

IndTURdll 

ndTu 

najum 


the  material  from  which  the  sponge  is 
made;  it  is  claimed  to  remain  active  for 
the  life  of  the  sponge.  Meyer  and  Myer 
Group.  North  Street,  Horsham,  Surrey 
RH12  IRG. 

Max  Factor  launches 
and  promotions 

Max  Factor  are  re-vamping  their  Maxi 
range  of  products.  The  company  says 
that  the  new  packs  make  it  easier  to 
identify  the  product.  They  have  also 
added  a  lip  pencil  (£0.80)  to  the  range. 
This  will  be  available  in  six  shades  from 
mid-February,  during  the  introductory 
period  there  will  be  a  money-off  offer 
and  the  lip  pencils  will  be  sold  for  £0.69, 
while  Maxi-'Moist  lipstick  is  reduced 
from  £0.85  to  £0.69. 

A  new  product  for  Max  Factor's  own 
range  is  Perfect  Touch  foundation 
(£1.50).  This  is  available  in  a  compact 
and  should  be  smoothed  on  with  the 
fingertips.  It  will  be  in  six  skin  tones. 
There  are  also  six  new  shades  for  lips, 
eyes  and  nails  from  the  company  for 
their  face  of  the  eighties.  Called  Creative 
Colours  the  new  shades  comprise  artistic 
damson,  iced  plum,  iced  rose,  peony  and 
chestnut  for  lips  and  nails  plus  artistic 
fire  lipstick  and  artistic  flame  nail 
enamel.  Creative  pink  and  lemon  sheen 
will  highlight  the  eyes  and  creative  lilac, 
charcoal,  burgundy,  lagoon  Will  colour. 

Offers  from  Max  Factor  for  the  January 
period  include  Swedish  Formula  trial 
sizes  (£0.99),  Pan-Stik  (14gm,  £1.17), 
Hi-Fi  fluid  make-up  (£0.75),  Sheer 
Genius  (£0.50).  brush  and  comb  mascara 
(£0.97).  comb-on  mascara  (£0.92),  Satin 
Flow  (170ml,  £0.95),  cold  cream  (£0.85), 
skin  freshner  (£0.89),  astringent  (£0.89), 
Satin  moisturiser  (£0.85),  invisible  foun- 
dation (£0.65).  dry  skin  cream  (£0.85), 
spray  deodorant  (£0.79),  roll-on 
deodorant  (£0.79).  Banish  anti-dandruff 
shampoo  and  lotion  (£0.79),  Maxi-Wear 
nailguard  (£0.50),  Blase  Cologne  Spray 
(lOOgm  £2.99)  and  perfumed  talc  (150gm, 
£1.39).  Max  Factor  Ltd.  16  Old  Bond 
Street,  London  WIA  3AH. 
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January  bargains 

Throughout  January  Unichem  are  offer^ 
ing  their  members  the  following  products 
at  discount  prices:  Aspro  regular  and 
Aspro  Clear;  Cuticura  hand  cream;  Day 
Nurse;  Germolene  standard,  Germolene 
New  Skin,  Germaloids  suppositories, 
Germaloids  ointment  and  Germaloids 
tissues;  Henara  gloss  shampoo  and 
Henara  treatment  wax;  Interdens  sticks; 
Kwells;  Night  Nurse;  Oil  of  Ulay;  Uni- 
chem glucose  powder,  nail  polish  re- 
mover, pastilles,  rubber  gloves  and  Wil- 
kinson Sword  double  edge  blades. 

From  January  14  to  31,  Unichem  have 
25  products  on  offer  for  their  members 
including  bath  and  baby  products:  Astral 
cream;  Band-Aid  washproof  and  clear; 
Cussons  Imperial  Leather  talc  and  soap; 
Deep  Fresh;  Dettol;  Camay  soap;  Head 
&  Shoulders;  Johnsons  baby  lotion  and 
baby  oil;  KY  jelly;  Lil-lets;  Lightwaves 
perm  refill;  Milupa  infant  foods  and 
Milumil;  Palmolive  shave  cream  and 
shave  stick;  Right  Guard  antiperspirant 
deodorant  and  Right  Guard  Double  Pro- 
tection; Sunsilk  hairspray  and  shampoo; 
Ultrabrite  toothpaste;  ZR  roll-on  and 
Zubes.  Unichem  Ltd.  Crown  House, 
M or  den,  Surrey. 

Numark  superbuy 

The  highlight  of  the  first  national  pro- 
motion from  Numark  for  1980  is  the 
superbuy  of  Libresse  Pennywise,  a 
chemist-only  product.  Alberto  Balsam 
conditioner  will  be  marked  with  a  manu- 
facturer's recommended  half-ipnice  flash. 
Other  items  on  promotion  between 
January  14  and  26  include:  Crest  tooth- 
paste, Sunsilk  hairspray.  Pears  shampoo, 
EInett  hairspray,  Dr  Whites,  Bran  Slim 
original  and  chocolate  flavour.  Harmony 
colourant,  Gillette  disposable  razor, 
Hanx  tissues  for  men  and  Airwick  Stick- 
up. 

Optional  extras  are  Aqua  Ban,  Setlers, 
Germaloids  suppositories  and  tissues, 
Rinstead  pastilles  and  gel,  Meggazones 
and  Night  Nurse. 

Numark  chemists  will  also  be  able  to 
organise  their  own  sales  with  the  January 
merchandising  sale  kit.  This  is  printed 
in  bright  red  and  blue  to  tone  with  the 
current  promotion.  ICML,  51  Boreham 
Road.  Warminster,  Wilts  BA12  9JU. 

Vestric  offers 

Ultra  Brite  toothpaste.  Kotex  Sylphs, 
Kotex  Soft  'N'  Sure,  Radox  herbal  bath, 
Matey,  Chap  Stick.  Carefree,  Carefree 
Panty  Shields.  Vespre  towels,  Contac  400, 
Gillette  Foamy,  SR  toothpaste.  All  Clear 
shampoo  and  Dr  White's.  Vestric  Ltd., 
Chapel  Street.  Runcorn,  Cheshire.  WAV 
SAP. 
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Plaque  formation  halved 
as  Macleans  relaunches 


Beecham  are  carrying  out  a  £4m  re- 
launch of  Macleans  toothpaste,  based  on 
two  major  technical  improvements — the 
addition  of  a  "fluoride  improver"  and 
a  plaque  inhibitor. 

The  fluoride  inhibitor  is  calcium 
glycerophosphate  and  it  is  said  to  enable 
more  of  the  brand's  monofluorophos- 
phate  ingredient  to  be  taken  up  into  the 
tooth  enamel.  This,  say  Beecham.  gives 
the  enamel  "greater  resistance  against 
acid  attack  than  can  be  provided  by  any 
simple  fluoride  toothpaste  formula". 

A  new  calcium  cleanser  base  inhibits 
the  build-up  of  plaque  between  brushings 
— by  as  much  as  50  per  cent  in  labora- 
tory tests — thus  reducing  the  presence  of 
acid-forming  bacteria.  The  base  also  has 
a  buffering  action  on  the  acid  that  is  still 
produced,  cutting  down  its  capacity  to 
attack  and  decay  the  tooth  enamel. 
Beecham  are  claiming  that,  taken 
together,  the  improvements  reduce  the 
risks  of  tooth  decay  and  gum  disease  to 
a  substantially  lower  level  than  can  be 
achieved  with  any  other  type  of  tooth- 
paste. 

£1,75m  on  television 

Both  the  Freshmint  and  Mildmint 
versions  have  been  given  new,  modern 
flavours  which  have  researched  well 
amon<i  consumers,  the  Mildmint  in  par- 
ticular now  being  "milder  and  gentler" 
to  extend  its  usership.  The  packs  have 
also  been  modified  to  give  better  on-shelf 
stand-out  and  are  currently  flashed 
"new".  Beecham  are  backing  the  re- 
launch with  a  "marketing  mix"  totalling 
£4m.  of  which  £1.75m  will  be  devoted  to 
a  national  television  campaign. 

The  Macleans  brand  share  is  currently 
claimed  to  be  20  per  cent  (compared 
with  23  per  cent  for  the  market  leader 
Colgate  Dental  Cream)  and  the  pre- 
dicted size  of  the  market  in  1980  is  put 
at  £70m  at  rsp. 

Examining  trends  in  the  market  in 
general,  Beecham  recall  that  around  a 
decade  ago.  a  fundamental  change  of 
attitude  was  observed  among  some 
younger  families  with  small  children. 
There  emerged  a  group  of  "heavy  user" 
families,  each  of  which  on  average  con- 
sumed 39  standard  tubes  of  toothpaste  a 
year  against  the  previous  national  aver- 
age of  only  14.  They  also  demanded 
better  toothpaste  performance  in  the 
strictly  therapeutic  sense  and  took  up  the 
fluoride  formulas — then  being  re- 
presented— with  enthusiasm.  In  1970  this 
group  consisted  of  less  than  10  per  cent 
of  all  users:  now  it  accounts  for  40  per 
cent.  The  result  has  been  that  since  1969 
the  annual  tonnage  of  toothpaste  con- 
sumed in  the  UK  has  expanded  by  30  per 
cent  and  the  average  consumption  per 


household  has  risen  from  the  equivalent 
of  14  standard  tubes  a  year  to  almost  30. 

There  has  also  been  a  big  swing  to  the 
larger,  more  economical  sizes.  Tn  the  late 
1960s,  the  standard  size  accounted  for 
more  than  half  of  all  unit  sales;  now  it 
takes  less  than  10  per  cent  while  the  next 
two  larger  sizes — large  and  economy — 
take  75  per  cent. 

Macleans  has  followed  this  pattern.  It 
was  originally  positioned  as  a  cleansing 
brand  (with  the  slogan — which  is  now 
coming  back  into  use  "Did  you  Maclean 
your  teeth  today").  Tn  the  1950s  "white- 
ness" became  important  and  Macleans 
became  a  whiteness  brand.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  1960s  Macleans  retained  its 
Freshmint  variant  on  the  whiteness  plat- 
form and  converted  its  Mildmint  variant 
into  "white  fluoride"  to  appeal  to  thera- 
peutic-minded users — then  only  a  small 
minority.  In  1975  both  variants  adopted 
the  fluoride  formula  which  has  carried 
them  successfully  through  to  the  1980 
relaunch.  Beecham  Toiletries.  Great  West 
Road.  Brentford,  Middlesex. 

Money  off  Aquafresh 

Aquafresh  toothpaste  packs  are  being 
flashed  with  money  off  next  purchase 
coupons  from  this  month,  in  a  promo- 
tion that  is  expected  to  benefit  from  a 
strong  advertising  campaign  and  the  re- 
launching of  Macleans.  The  coupons  are 
for  4p  off  standard  size,  5p  off  large,  6p 
off  economy  and  7p  off  giant.  Beecham 
Toiletries.  Great  West  Road,  Brentford. 
Middlesex. 

Camera  'trade-in'  as 
Polaroid  cut  T20c 

Polaroid  have  discontinued  type  20c  roll 
film  and  are  to  offer  a  "trade-in"  to 
owners  of  original  Swinger  cameras 
which  use  the  film. 

The  original  white  Swinger  was  intro- 
duced in  1965  but  was  superseded  in 


1967  by  the  Super  Swinger  which  used 
type  87  pack  film.  Demand  for  T20c  has 
been  falling  and  has  now  reached  a  level 
where  it  is  no  longer  practical  to  manu- 
facture say  Polaroid. 

Consumers  who  still  own  the  original 
Swinger  are  being  offered  the  opportunity 
to  trade-in  their  camera  for  a  refurbished 
model  1000  at  a  reduced  price  of  £12.75. 
The  refurbished  model  1000s  all  carry 
Polaroid's  full  three-year  warranty. 

To  take  advantage  of  the  trade-in 
consumers  should  send  their  original 
camera,  together  with  a  cheque  made 
payable  to  Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd,  to  the 
company's  customer  service  department. 
Polaroid  (UK)  Ltd,  Ashley  Road.  St. 
Albans.  Herts. 

Lancome  blushers 

Lancome  are  introducing  five  powder 
cream  blushers  (£5.85)  in  strong  shades, 
complete  with  mirrored  burgundy  and 
gold  compact  and  sable  applicator.  Lan- 
come (England)  Ltd,  14  Grosvenor 
Street,  London  WIX  OAD. 

Lens  cleaner 
reformulated 

A  reformulated  Ozicote,  a  pocket-size 
anti-fogging  lens  cleaner  for  spectacles, 
cameras  and  scientific  and  industrial 
instruments,  is  now  available. 

The  reformulation  makes  5t  possible 
to  see  where  on  the  lens  the  previously 
transparent  spray  has  been  applied. 
Ozicote  lens  cleaner  (£0.75)  comes  in  a 
new  display  pack  for  point  of  sale.  G.  H. 
Wood  &  Co  Ltd,  Wealdstone  Road, 
Kinipton  Industrial  Estate,  Sutton,  Sur- 
rey SMS  9QN. 
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WILL  ANYONE 
MISS  SLENDEirS 

£23m0 

JANUARY  TV 
ADVEimSING? 

In  January,  Margi  Campi  returns  to  the  screen. 

You'll  probably  remember  her.  She's  the  Liverpool  lass  who 
successfully  slimmed  on  TV. 

Her  Northem  charm  and  trimmer  figure  established 
Slender  as  a  best  seller. 

Now  she's  coming  back  to 

remind  those  who  over-indulged  at         siimmers  meal  replacement 
Christmas  how  they  can  lose  a  few        Sweetened  l>iecl  ^ 

1         •  1    01         1  Skimmed  MiHt 

pounds  With  Slender.  S"^'^. 

^  Minerals  and 

This  year  it  has  remained  brand 

-       J        J         .       ,  .  ,  Simply  add  miH<. 

leaaer  despite  increased  competition.    99  calories  per  ounce 

*       J  1     .  .    1  232  calories  with 

And  next  month  it  won  t  be  our     ^t  oz 


sales  figures  that  are  reducing. 


Sierxier  is  etiective  onty  as  a  part 
ot  a  caione  controlied  diet 


SUM  CHANCE. 
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£1m  backing  for  Beecham's 
skin  care  Evidence 


This  month  Beecham  are  launcWing  Evi- 
dence, a  new  range  of  skin-care  products 
which  protect  against  the  damage  caused 
both  by  moisture  loss  and  by  ultra-violet 
radiation.  Backed  by  about  £1  million  of 
marketing  support,  it  will  be  one  of  the 
biggest  ever  launch  campaigns  in  UK 
skin  care. 

The  range  consists  of  deep  moisturising 
cream  (50m'l,  £2.30),  deep  moisturising 
lotion  (125ml,  £2.30)  and  deep  cleansing 
lotion  (125mil,  £1.50).  The  moisturisers 
combine  a  moisture-retaining  system 
w^ith  a  new  filter  which  absoi'bs  both 
UV-A  and  UV-B  rays. 

Year-round  protection 

Beec'ham  say  that  most  people  are 
aware  df  the  need  to  protect  their  skin 
against  the  sun's  rays  during  hot  weather 
hut  not  at  any  other  time.  Leading 
authorities  in  dermatology  have  recently 
established  that  the  non-iburning  UV-A 
rays  accelerate  the  ageing  rate  of  skin 
much  more  than  the  UV-B  rays  which 
produce  the  well-known  effects  of  sun- 
burn— ^^acute  erythema  followed  'by  tan- 
ning. Whereas  UV-B  rays  are  present 
only  in  direct  sunlight,  UV-A  rays  are 
present  throughout  the  year  in  normal 
daylight  and  penetrate  more  deeply  into 
the  skin,  producing  irreversible  damage 
to  the  dermis  with  loss  of  s'kin  elasticity 
in  the  long  term. 

Beecham  place  special  emphasis  on  the 
fact  that  daily  exposure  of  the  face  to 
UV  light  leads  to  premature  ageing  of 
the  skin  and  suggest  that  skin  should  be 
protected  at  all  times,  not  only  in  sum- 
mer hut  even  on  dull,  cloudy  winter 
days. 

The  new  sunscreen,  wthose  name  is 
being  kept  confidential  at  this  stage,  is 
made  in  Germany  and  a  Beecham 
spokesman  thought  that  his  company 
was  the  only  one  using  'it  in  the  UK. 


Whereas  the  sunscreen  in  many  suntan 
products  eliminates  only  UV-B  rays,  the 
sunscreen  in  the  Evidence  range  cuts  out 
about  50  per  cent  of  both  UV-A  and 
UV-B  rays.  This  means  that  the  Evi- 
dence user  should  still  tan  in  the  summer 
and  would  receive  as  mudh  protection 
from  burning  as  offered  by  a  factor  2 
suntan  preparation,  although  the  two  are 
not  strictly  comparable.  In  a  very  hot 
Climate  extra  protection  would  probably 
be  needed  to  prevent  burning. 

The  deep  moisturising  lotion  is  a  fine- 
textured,  oil-in-water  emulsion  which  is 
suitable  for  all  skin  types,  especially 
younger  comiplexions,  and  should  be 
used  every  morning  as  a  protective  day 
conditioner  or  base  for  make-up.  The 
deep  moisturising  cream  is  richer  and 
designed  for  drier,  more  mature  skins. 
It  can  be  used  as  a  conditioning  night 
cream  as  well  as  a  protective  day  cream. 

The  deep  cleansing  lotion  has  no  dry- 
ing effect,  nor  does  it  leave  the  skin 
greasy  as  some  cleansing  creams  tend  to 
do.  Beecham  have  formulated  an  oil-in- 
water  emulsion  in  which  a  large  part  of 
the  oil  has  been  replaced  by  volatile 
isoparaffins  Which  evaporate  leaving  the 
skin  oil-free  when  the  cleanser  is  re- 
moved. There  is  thus  no  need  to  use  a 
toning  lotion  unless  The  skin  is  naturally 
very  greasy.  The  cleanser  is  suitable  for 
all  skin  types. 

Sampling  and  offers 

The  £1  milHon  campaign  will  focus  on 
women  between  20  and  40  years  old, 
said  to  be  the  main  customers  for 
medium-priced  Skin-care  brands  which 
form  the  major  segment  in  a  total  mar- 
ket worth  over  £70  million  at  rsp.  Wide- 
spread sampling  will  play  a  vital  part  in 
the  launch.  Trial-offer  packs  of  all  three 
Evidence  lines  (lotions  25ml,  cream 
15ml)  will  be  availaible  for  sale  at  £0.39 


eadh.  Display  materiial  including  counter 
units  for  the  standard  range  and  pre- 
packed display  outers  for  the  trial  offer 
packs  will  be  available  until  the  end  of 
March  in  special  trade  parcels. 

A  £400,000  campaign  of  launch  adver- 
tising will  run  continuously  for  12 
months  from  April,  mainly  in  leading 
women's  magazines.  The  schedule  in- 
cludes Woman,  Woman's  Own,  Vogue, 
She,  Cosmopolitan,  Company,  Woman's 
World,  Over  21  and  Woman's  Journal. 
Full  page  colour  spaces  will  feature  the 
launch  theme.  "Evidence  works — your 
skin  will  prove  it!  ",  backed  by  frequent, 
direct-response  promotions  for  the  trial- 
offer  packs. 

During  the  opening  phase  in  April 
there  will  be  heavy  additional  support  for 
consumer  samphng.  A  £55,000  burst  oif 
"teaser"  advertisements  in  the  women's 
magazines  and  £60,000  of  radio  commer- 
cials will  aim  to  promote  sales  of  the 
trial-offer  packs.  At  the  same  time,  a 
double  sadhet  containing  one  shot  df  the 
deep  mdisturising  lotion  and  one  of  the 
cream  will  be  offered  as  a  free  sample 
on  the  two  million  covers  of  mid-April 
issue  of  Woman's  Own.  Beecham  Pro- 
prietaries, Beecham  House,  Great  West 
Road,  Brentford,  Middlesex  TW8  9BD. 

The  name  game 

Personalised  comb  and  mirror  sets  are 
the  latest  addition  to  "from  John"  's 
character  and  novelty  combs.  The  160 
sets  come  complete  with  counter  display 
stand  and  there  are  two  each  of  80 
popular  girls'  names.  John  R.  Associates, 
20  College  Street,  St.  Albans,  Herts. 
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Benyfin  Fbrtif  ied  Linctus 

the  inside  story 


Benylin  Fortified  Linctus  is  just  what 
its  name  implies.  In  this  unique  formula, 
the  proven  anti-tussive  Benadryl* 
(diphenhydramine  hydrochloride) 
is  fortified  by  another  soothing 
agent,  dextromethorphan  hydro- 
bromide. 


With  this  double  attack  you  can 
cope  effectively  with  the  most  stubborn 
dry,  irritating  coughs.  It's  a  very 
good  product,  sold  only  through  the 
pharmacy,  and  very  worthy  of  your 
recommendation.  Benylin  Fortified 
Linctus,  for  the  dry  irritating  cough. 


Composition: 
EochSmlconiains 
Diphenhydramine  hydrochlofideB.P.  Umg 
Dextromethorphon  hydrobfomide  B.P.  6.5nTg 
Sodium  citrate  B.P.  57mg 
ftAentholB.P.  1.1  mg 


PARKE-DAVIS 

good  products  for  you  and  yourcustomers 


Indicotions: 

for  (he  relief  of  peraisfent  cfry,  irritalir^g  coughs. 
Dosage: 

Adults:     Two  5ml  spoorcfut  every  4  hours. 
Children:  6-i2  yeors;  One  5ml  ^joonful  every  4  hours. 

l-SYears;  Hotf  aSmlsooonful  ev«v4  hours. 


Contro-indiccrtions,  warDings  etc. 

Moy  cause  drowsir^ess.  If  affeded,  the  potient  should  rrat  drive  or 
operafe  machinery,  Avoid  olcoholicdririk-  Known  hyperseraitivity  to 
ar»y  of  the  active  constituents. 

As  with  any  other  medicine,  core  should  be  token  in  administration 
durtr^  pregrwncy.  _ 


Legal  Category:  P 

Package  Ghjontities:  125ml  cortoned  gbss  bottle 
Price  to  pharmacy,  42  pence  (ex.  V.A.T, ) 


Now  Nationally  Available  Throngh  Major  Wholesalers 


Breastfeeding: 

All  youH  need  and  need  to  know 
exclusively  from  Evenflo. 


'The  Joy  of 
Nursing'' 

This  informative  book 
let  explains  everything 
from   preparation  of 
breasts    during  pre 
gnancy  to  weaning.  It 
provides   the  nursing 
mother  with  a  truly 
practical  guide  to  sue 
cessful  breast  feeding. 
Send  for  it  today. 


The  joy 
ofNursir^ 

A  hi'lpful  infonTBtlyR,i 
guide  to  Breastfe«*Bji 


even/lo 

NATURAL  MOTHER  . 

NURSING 
PADS 


The  EvenHo  Breast 
Pump  Kit 

The  only  breast  pump 
that  enables  mother  to 
gently  express  and 
store  her  milk  right  in 
the   same  container. 

And  that's 
M  convenient.' 
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'Low  sugar'  rusks 
for  babies 


Osterrusks,  new  '"low  sugar"  baby  feed- 
ing rusks  (18,  £0.41),  will  be  launched 
nationally  on  January  7  by  Fariey  Health 
Products.  With  only  18  per  cent  sucrose, 
Osterrusks  are  expected  to  appeal  to  the 
growing  nunrber  of  mothers  who  prefer 
to  give  the^ir  babies  products  With  a  low 
sugar  content.  The  rusks  have  added 
vitamins,  minerals  and  malt  extract. 

A  spokesman  said  some  sugar  is  neces- 
sary for  baking  biscuits  of  this  texture. 
Whereas  hard  teething  rusks  can  contain 
as  little  as  9  per  cent  sucrose,  other  rusk 
brands  intended  for  normal  consump- 
tion can  contain  up  to  31pc  sucrose. 

Because  they  mix  to  a  smooth  consis- 
tency with  a  little  boiled  water  or  baby 
milk,  Osterrusks  are  said  to  be  ideal  for 
a  ba'by's  first  solid  food  at  around  the  age 
of  four  months.  Later,  during  the  teeth- 
ing stage,  Osterrusks'  finger  shape  is 
easily  held  and  the  crisp  honeycomb  tex- 
ture makes  a  nutritious  biscuit  on  which 
to  bite. 


OsterRusk^ 

lfUOV\  SUCAK  UAUY  fftDINC,  RUSKS 

Later  when  hes  teethnE 
OsterRushs  are  easify  held  afKi 


Point-of-sale  material  includes  shelf 
strips  and  showcards.  Press  advertising 
supporting  the  launch  will  appear  in  the 
"recommender"  and  consumer  Press 
through  to  June.  Farley  Health  Products 
Ltd,  Torr  Lane,  Plymouth  PL3  SUA. 

Milupa  sample  size 

Milupa  have  brought  out  introductory 
packs  of  their  infant  foods  in  the  follow- 
ing varieties — mixed  vegetable,  apple, 
mixed  fruit,  semolina,  carrot  and  tomato 
(40g,  £0.24).  The  minimum  pack  size  for 


PRESCRIPTION 
SPECIALITIES 


TANNEX  capsules  and 
suppositories 

Manufacturer  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co 
Ltd,  Birkbeck  Street,  London  E2  6LA 
Description  White  opaque  capsule  con- 
taining indomethacin  25mg  (marked 
"Tannex  25")  or  50mg  (marked  "Tannex 
50").  Cream  coloured  suppositories  con- 
taining indomethacin  lOOmg  in  a  poly- 
ethylene glycol  base 

Indications,  etc  As  for  other  indometha- 
cin preparations 

Packs  Capsules  25mg  (100,  £3.41;  500, 
£16.58  trade);  50mg  (100,  £6.62).  Sup- 
positories (10,  £1.37). 
Supply  restrictions  Prescription  Only 
Issued  January  1980 

POLYALK  gel 

Manufacturer  Galen  Ltd,  19  Lower  Sea- 
goe  Industrial  Estate,  Craigavon,  Co 
Armagh,  Northern  Ireland  BT 63  5QD 
Description  Thick  white  suspension  con- 
taining dried  aluminium  hydroxide  gel 
456mg,  magnesium  trisilicate  lOOmg, 
light  magnesium  oxide  30mg,  polydi- 
methylsiloxane  180mg  in  each  10ml. 
Indications  Relief  of  heartburn  of 
pregnancy,  hiatus  hernia,  dietary  or  drug 
induced  gastritis  or  dyspepsia,  flatulence 
Dosage  Adults  and  children  over  12 — 5 


to  10ml  three  times  daily  before  meals  or 
as  required 

Precautions  In  renal  insufficiency  mag- 
nesium salts  may  cause  central  nervous 
system    depression,    Dried  aluminium 
hydroxide  adsorbs  phosphates,  and  exces- 
sive or  normal  doses  with  a  low  phos- 
phate diet  may  lead  to  renal  rickets  or 
osteomalacia.  It  also  reduces  absorption 
of  tetracyclines  and  vitamins 
Storage  In  a  cool  place,  avoid  freezing 
Packs  300ml  (£1.40,  trade;  £2.4H,  retail) 
Supply  restrictions  General  Sales  List 
Issued  January  1980 

Controlled-release 
Continus  from  Napp 

Napp  Laboratories  are  launching  two 
new  controlled-release  specialities  on 
January  7. 

MST-1  Continus  is  a  controlled-release 
morphine  sulphate  tablet  lOmg  (50  tablets 
£5.88  trade)  and  Theocontin  Continus  is 
controlled-release  theophylline  200mg  (50 
tablets  £2,76  trade;  250  £13.39  trade). 
Data  sheet  information  will  be  published 
in  next  week's  issue,  Napp  Laboratories 
Ltd,  Hill  Farm  Avenue,  Leavesden,  Wat- 
ford WD2  7RA. 

Orap  10mg  tablet 

Janssen  Pharmaceutical  have  added  a 
lOmg  tablet  of  Orap  (pimozide)  in  con- 
tainers of  100  (£45.32  trade)  to  the  exist- 
ing 2mg  and  4mg  strengths.  The  addition 
reflects  the  trend  towards  higher  dosage 
with  the  product  and  the  publication  of 
new  UK  clinical  trial  evidence.  Dosage 
recommendations       for  maintenance 


direct  orders  of  Milumil  is  now  24  x 
300g.  Milupa  Ltd,  Milupa  House,  Lyons 
Estate,  High  Road,  Cowley  Peachey,  Ux- 
bridge,  Middlesex  UBS  2JA. 

ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 

Ln — London:  M — Midlands.  Lc — Lancashire:  Y — 
Yorkshire,  Sc— Scotland,  WW— Wales  and  West: 
So — South,  NE— North-east,  A — Anglia:  U— Ulster, 
We — Westward;  B — Border;  G — Grampian, 
E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Island. 

Alka  Seltzer:  All  areas 

Buttercup:  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  WW,  NE,  B 

Day  Nurse:  All  areas 

Galloways:  Ln,  So,  A 

Head  &  Shoulders:  All  except  E,  CI 

Kleenex  toilet  tissue:  All  areas 

Lemon  Eno:  Lc,  M 

LIstermint:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  S 

Owbridges  Cold  Control:  All  areas 

, ,  'gex:  All  areas 

■  lips  Phillshave  and  Ladyshave:  All  areas 
,  .  oil  thennal  insoles:  All  areas  exce*-  Lc 


therapy  now  range  between  2mg  and 
20mg  once  daily.  Janssen  Pharmaceutical 
Ltd,  Janssen  House,  Marlow,  Bucks. 


Kablvitrum 


Kabivitrum  have  discontinued  Kidnamin 
tablets  and  all  stocks  should  be  returned 
to  the  Wholesalers.  From  January  31 
Aminosol  10  per  cent,  Aminosol  fructose 
ethanol  and  Aminosol  glucose  will  also 
be  discontinued;  similarly,  stocks  should 
then  be  returned  to  the  wholesalers. 
Kabivitrum  Ltd,  Bilton  House,  Uxbridge 
Road,  Ealing,  London  W5  2TH. 


Carbo-dome 


Dome  division  of  Miles  Laboratories 
have  introduced  a  lOOg  pack  of  Carbo- 
dome  (£2.58  trade,  £3.87  retail).  Dome 
division.  Miles  Laboratories  Ltd,  PO 
Box  37,  Stoke  Court,  Stoke  Poges, 
Slough  SL2  4LY. 


Ventolin 


Ventolin  respirator  solution  will  be  issued 
in  new  20ml  bottles  which  will  replace 
the  10ml  bottle  when  stockJ.  are  exhaus- 
ted (20ml,  £3.76  trade).  Allen  &  Hanburys 
Ltd,  Bethnal  Green,  London  E2  6LA. 


Rythmodan 


Rythmodan  (disopyramide)  injection  is 
now  available  in  a  new  lOOmg  in  10ml 
dose  (5  ampoules,  £6  trade),  as  well  as 
50mg  in  5ml.  Roussel  Laboratori^s  Ltd, 
Roussel  House,  Wembley  Park,  Middle- 
sex HA9  ONF. 
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WESTMINSTER  REPORT 

New  Supply  Council  may 
cover  NHS  drugs 


Mr  Patrick  Jenkin,  Secretary  for  Social 
Services,  is  to  set  up  a  Supply  Council 
for  the  National  Health  Service. 

Its  functions  will  be  to  evaluate  equip- 
ment and  supplies  offered  to  the  NHS 
and  improve  the  information  to  health 
authorities,  enabling  them  to  make  the 
"best  buys'"  and  assisting  in  co-ordinated 
purchasing  of  common  use  items. 
According  to  a  Department  of  Health 
spokesman,  the  central  purchasing  of 
hospital  drugs  "has  not  been  excluded'" 
from  the  counciTs  remit.  When 
appointed,  the  council  will  decide 
whether  there  is  scope  for  co-ordinated 
purchasing  of  drugs  in  hospitals. 

There  will  be  12  members  on  the  coun- 
cil, three  of  whom  will  be  from  outside 
the  NHS — the  chairman,  a  Department 
of  Health  officer  and  representative  of 
the  health-care  industry.  The  council  will 
not  itself  carry  out  purchasing  but  will 
advise  and  recommend  on  purchasing 
policies.  Health  authorities  will  be  re- 
quired to  follow  these  recommendations 
when  they  have  been  endorsed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Health  authorities  spend  over  £1,000 
mil'iim  a  year  on  supplies  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  at  least  £30  million  could  be 
saved  by  co-ordinated  purchasing 
arrangements. 

Barbiturate  control  to 
be  decided  soon? 

VIr  Timothy  Raison.  Minister  of  State 
at  the  Home  Office,  hopes  that  the 
problems  involved  in  controlling  bar- 
biturates under  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act 
1971  will  be  resolved  by  the  middle  of 
this  month. 

Speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  December  21,  1979,  during  a  debate 
on  drug  addiction,  he  said  that  the  Gov- 
ernment intended  to  introduce  the  ap- 
propriate measures  "when  we  have  re- 
solved certain  difficulties  concerning  the 
capacity  of  the  forensic  .science  service  to 
play  its  part  in  these  controls." 

"The  problem  relates  to  the  difficulty 
of  proving  that  a  seized  substance  is  a 
particular  barbiturate,  as  distinct  from  a 
member  of  a  generic  class  of  bar^bit- 
urates,"  he  explained.  "The  costs  of 
providing  resources  to  meet  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  advisory  council  are 
substantial — at  least  £1  m'iTlion  initially, 
including  manpower  costs — and  we  have 
therefore  asked  the  Advisory  Counc'il  [on 
the  Misuse  of  Drugs]  to  cons'ider  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  generic  control  formula  .  .  . 
T  hope  that  this  matter  wtll  be  finally 
resolved  when  the  Advisory  Council 
meets  again  in  mid- January." 

[The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council 
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expressed  concern  at  its  November  meet- 
ing about  the  proposal  to  include  pheno- 
barbitone  under  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Act 
{C&D,  November  17,  p790).  Council  was 
told  that  the  task  of  the  forensic  science 
.services  would  be  simplified  if  a  generic 
formula  such  as  "any  5,  5  disubstituted 
bai^bituric  acid"  could  be  used  to  define 
which  drugs  were  controlled — Editor.] 

Mr  Laurie  PaVitt,  MP,  praised  the 
CURB  campaign's  attempts  to  persuade 
doctors  to  stop  prescribing  barbiturates. 
"F  hope  that  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion will  give  more  publicity  to  the 
efforts  doctors  are  mak'ing  to  deal  with 


tihis  .problem,"  he  said.  "Pharmacists  also 
have  a  problem  because  of  the  number 
of  prescriptions  that  they  receive  from 
certain  general  practitioners,  This  is 
where  co-ordination  with  the  Department 
of  Health  could  be  of  value." 

Committee  to  study 
laboratory  animals 

A  House  of  Lords  Select  Comm'ittee  has 
been  appointed  to  consider  the  Labora- 
tory Animals  Protection  Bill  which  will 
replace  the  Cruelty  to  Animals  Act  1876 
and  make  new  provisions  controlling  the 
use  of  laboratory  animals. 

The  Committee  is  requesting  evidence 
on  whether  the  present  law  is  adequate 
and  what  new  regulations  should  be 
made.  Evidence  should  reach  the  Com- 
mittee's clerk  at  the  House  of  Lords, 
London  SWIA  OP"W  by  January  24.  The 
Committee  hopes  to  report  to  the  House 
by  April  6  on  whether  the  Bill  should 
proceed  and.  if  so.  in  what  form. 


Death  after  wrong  tablets  supplied 


A  6S-year-old  man  died  after  being  given 
the  wrong  tablets  by  a  Stoke-on-Trent 
pharmacy,  a  local  inquest  was  told  on 
December  5,  1979.  Staff  could  have  taken 
the  wrong  tablets  from  a  shelf  of  pre- 
packed bottles,  said  Mr  John  Forse, 
pharmacy  manager  at  the  Birchill  and 
Watson  branch  in  Knypersley  Road, 
Norton. 

The  North  Staffs  deputy  coroner,  Mr 
John  Wain,  recorded  a  verdict  of  acci- 
dental death  on  Mr  Joseph  Morris,  of 
Hinchco  Place.  Norton.  Mr  Morris  had 
died  as  a  result  of  a  "tragic  accident",  he 
said,  but  he  did  not  consider  there  had 
been  negligence  meriting  a  report  to  the 
Director  of  Public  Prosecutions. 

Mr  Forse  said  he  had  worked  at  the 
pharmacy  for  15  years,  and  dealt  with 
about  50,000  prescriptions  each  year.  On 
the  day  in  question,  he  had  been  doing 
office  work  as  well  as  working  in  the 
pharmacy.  Girl  assistants  had  dispensed 
the  prescriptions  and  he  was  called  over 
to  check  them.  Mr  Forse  said  that  it 
seemed  most  likely  that  the  wrong  bottle 
was  removed  from  the  shelf.  The  system 
had  since  been  changed  and  bottles  were 
now  labelled  individually. 

Mrs  Rose  Morris  told  the  deputy 
coroner  that  her  husband  had  been  pres- 
cribed "Ventolin  tablets  regularly  by  his 
doctor.  She  collected  some  tablets  from 
the  shop  on  July  6,  1979,  but  they  had 
little  effect.  Her  husband  had  taken  12 
in  all.  Their  doctor  was  called,  and  he 
said  at  once  that  they  were  the  wrong 
tablets,  despite  what  it  said  on  the  label. 
She  went  back  and  changed  the  tablets, 
but  her  husband  did  not  seem  to  improve. 
She  went  shopping  on  July  10,  1979.  and 
when  she  returned  he  was  no  longer 
breathing. 

Dr  John  Brown,  pathologist,  said  the 
tablets  Mr  Morris  has  been  given  had 
the  opposite  effect  to  those  prescribed. 
The  cause  of  death  was  a  bronchial 
spasm.  Consultant  Dr  P.  Carson  said  the 


wrong  drug  could  cause  death  in  a  case 
such  as  this. 

Dr  Murti  Ahuja,  general  practitioner, 
said  that  Mr  Morris  needed  "Ventolin, 
which  he  had  prescribed  on  this  occasion. 
When  he  was  later  called  to  the  house, 
he  discovered  Inderal  tablets  inside  the 
bottle,  despite  the  Ventolin  label,  he  had 
tried  unsuccessfully  to  persuade  Mr 
Morris  to  go  to  hospital  when  the  dis- 
crepancy was  discovered. 

GPs  get  extra  cash 

General  medical  practitioners  are  to 
receive  an  extra  £400  a  year  to  cover 
practice  expenses.  This  is  on  top  of  the 
26  per  cent  rise  they  received  in  June 
which  took  the  expenses  up  to  £5.000  per 
annum. 

The  move  follows  a  recommendation 
in  a  second  supplement  to  the  report  of 
the  Review  Body  on  Doctors'  and  Den- 
tists' Remuneration  1979-80.  The  Review 
Body  says  computer  error  in  the  data  for 
the  £5,000  estimate  plus  increases  in 
"VAT,  staff  salaries  and  motoring  costs 
necessitated  the  rise. 

The  BMA  had  asked  for  a  £700 
increase  and  is  said  to  have  found  the 
award  disappointing. 

Health  centre  news 

Approval  has  now  been  granted  by  the 
Trent  RHA  for  a  new  health  centre  at 
Ccillingham,  Newark. 
The  new  Cudworth  (near  Barnsley) 
health  centre  is  now  open  and  all  com- 
munity health  and  general  practitioner 
services  have  been  transferred  to  the  new 
centre  in  Rose  Tree  Avenue,  Cudworth. 
The  stage  one  cost  of  £562,800  for  an 
improved  pharmacy  at  the  Bedford  Gen- 
eral Hospital  south  wing  is  recommended 
to  be  approved  by  the  North  West 
Thames  RHA,  if  the  Department  of 
Health  also  approves. 
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BEECHAM  PROPFHETARIES 

Prices  effective  from  1st  January  1980 


Sales 

Retail 

Units 

Standard 

Sales 

Retail 

Units 

Standard 

Status 

Price 

per 

Wholesale 

Status 

Price 

per 

Wholesale 

Product  Description 

per 
unit 

VAT 

Case 

Price 
Per  Case 
Excl. 
VAT 

Product  Description 

per 

Unit 

Inc. 
VAT 

Case 

Price 
Per  Case 
Excl. 
VAT 

P 

£ 

P 

£ 

BEECHAMS  POWDERS 

MAC  LOZENGES 

Standard  (8  Powders) 

47 

12 

375 

Tube  (12  Lozenges) 

16 

36 

3.83 

Large  (20  Powders) 

PP 

78 

6 

3.1 1 

Carton  (27  Lozenges) 

35 

24 

5.58 

60  Powders 

8 

60 

3.19 

Tube  -  Honey  Lem  (12  Lozenges) 

16 

36 

3.83 

Tablets  Standard  (16  Tablets) 

47 

12 

3.75 

Tube  -  Honey  Lem  (27  Lozenges) 

35 

24 

5.58 

Tablets  Large  (40  Tablets) 

PP 

78 

6 

3. 1 1 

SUCRETS 

BEECHAMS  POWDERS  HOT  LEMON 

(24  Lozenges) 

55 

1 2 

Standard  (5  Sachets) 

55 

24 

8.77 

NIGHT  NURSE 

Large  (10  Sachets) 

89 

6 

3.55 

(160  ml) 

P 

1 26 

6 

5.02 

30  Sachets 

1 4 

30 

2.79 

DAY  NURSE 

PHENSIC 

(160  ml) 

P 

126 

6 

5.02 

Handy  Size  (12  Tablets) 
Standard  (24  Tablets) 

28 
49 

24 
24 

4.46 
7.81 

BEECHAMS  CATARRH  CAPSULES 

p 

95 

12 

757 

Medium  (50  Tablets) 

PP 

72 

6 

2.87 

BEECHAM  S  PILLS 

Large  ( 1 00  Tablets) 

PP 

1  1  / 

c 
D 

'+.DD 

Standard  (50  Pills) 

46 

1 2 

3.67 

oirip  (D  lauiets^ 

1  K 
1  D 

Large  (135  Pills) 

80 

6 

3.19 

NURODOL 

Envelope 

1 5 

24 

2.39 

btandard(12  lablets) 

45 

1  2 

3.59 

rYNNON  bALT 

Large  (24  Tablets) 

78 

6 

3.11 

(200g) 

51 

1  T 
1  Z 

4.07 

CEPHOS 

rYNNON  CALCIUM  ASPIRIN 

Standard  (8  Powders) 

47 

1 2 

3.75 

oldllUdrU  ouip  IZH  IdUieib^ 

PP 

54 

1 2 

4.30 

lablets  (lb  lablets) 

47 

1  2 

3.75 

Ldfye  oirip  \^*o  iduieib/ 

PP 

87 

3.47 

PHOSFERINE 

ELLIMANb  EMBHOCATION 

Tablets  Standard 

47 

12 

3.75 

Universal  Royal  Standard  (70  ml) 

49 

12 

3.91 

Tablets  Large 

78 

6 

3  1 1 

Universal  Royal  Large  (1 10  ml) 

69 

1 2 

5.50 

Liquid  Large 

78 

6 

3.11 

Al  1  PRPQU 
MLL  rn Con 

YEAST-VITE 

Clean  Up  Squares  (10  Tissues) 

* 

43 

12 

3.43 

Standard  (20  Tablets) 

47 

12 

3.75 

Baby  Bottom  Wipes  (10  Wipes) 

* 

43 

12 

343 

Large  (50  Tablets) 

PP 

88 

6 

3.51 

A.  &  P  INFANTS'  POWDERS 

43 

1.71 

PHYLLOSAN 

(20  Powders) 

6 

Standard  (60  Tablets) 

78 

6 

3.1 1 

SCOTT'S  EMULSION 

125 

4.89 

Medium  (100  Tablets) 

117 

4 

3,1 1 

Medium  (225  ml) 

P 

6 

Large  (250  Tablets) 

228 

1 

1.51 

Large  (450  ml) 

P 

227 

6 

8.88 

IRON  jFi  1  nir><^ 

Standard  (90  Tablets) 

nn 
PP 

90 

6 

3,59 

SCOTT'S  COD  LIVER  OIL  CAPSULES 

(100  Capsules) 

114 

6 

446 

Large  (160  Tablets) 

147 

3 

2,93 

VYKMIN  FORTIFIED 

102 

12 

798 

15  days  supply 

FNn  'PRI  NT  Q  Al  T' 

30  days  supply 

191 

6 

747 

lUoacnet  i  lUoingie  uose  racKsj 

49 

1 2 

3,91 

60  days  supply 

335 

3 

6.55 

Qt  an/H  ar/H  /  1  HQ*-!  1 
OldrtGdru  \  \\Jjf^l 

D  / 

D 

z.o/ 

VYKMIN  E  30  days  supply 

* 

211 

6 

8.26 

Large  (218g) 

no 

6 

4.38 

STEEDMANS 

LEMON  FLAVOURED  ENO 

Teething  Jelly 

P 

59 

12 

4  62 

10  Sachet  (10  Single  Dose  Packs) 

49 

12 

3.91 

HEALTH  PRODUCTS  LABORATORIES 

Standard  (109g) 

67 

6 

2.67 

VITAMIN<> 

VII  mvii  1 

DINNEFORD'S 

Vitamin  E  with  Wheat  Germ 

Magnesia  Gripe  Mixture  (125  ml) 

52 

12 

4.15 

(30  Capsules) 

* 

202 

6 

790 

MACLEAN  INDIGESTION  REMEDIES 

Vitamin  E  with  Wheat  Germ 

Tablets  Standard  (22  Tablets) 

47 

12 

3.75 

(30  Capsules)  Display 

* 

202 

12 

15.80 

Tablets  Large  (44  Tablets) 

76 

6 

3.03 

Vitamin  B  complex  with 

Powder  Large 

76 

6 

3.03 

Brewers  Yeast  ( 1 00  Tablets) 

* 

132 

6 

5.17 

oidriudru  uu  laoieis^ 
Ldryeou  iduieis/ 
Rnll  ( 1  n  Tahlptsl 

39 

1 2 

3. 1 1 

Vitamin  C  with  Rosehips 
(100  Tablets) 

* 

188 

6 

736 

60 
1 6 

6 
24 

2.39 

Z .  DO 

Vitamin/Mineral  Complex  with 
Safflower  Oil  (60 Tablets) 

168 

6 

6,57 

NAPPICARE 

DIOCALM 

Liquid  Nappy  Cleanser  Standard 

♦ 

54 

12 

4  23 

Standard  (48  Tablets) 
Family  Pack  (88  Tablets) 

P 
P 

79 
1 28 

12 
6 

6.30 
5  10 

Liquid  Nappy  Cleanser  Large 
BADEDAS 

* 

108 

6 

4,23 

CLEAN  AND  CLEAR 

110 

12 

8.77 

Sachet  (12  ml) 
Bottle  (75  ml) 

* 
* 

30 
125 

24 
12 

4,54 
946 

GERMOLENE 

Bottle  (125  ml) 

* 

185 

6 

700 

Standard  (25g) 

52 

12 

4  15 

Bottle  (300  ml) 

430 

4 

10-34 

Large  (70g) 

78 

6 

3.11 

Bottle  (900  ml) 

♦ 

995 

2 

12,55 

Tube(27g) 

52 

12 

4.15 

Soap(lOOg) 

* 

100 

12 

757 

Medicated  Foot  Spray  (120g) 

72 

6 

2.87 

Talc(lOOg) 

* 

125 

6 

4,73 

Medicated  Plasters 

* 

46 

6 

1.83 

FYNNON  BATH  ADDITIVES 

New  Skin  (13  ml) 

* 

55 

6 

2.19 

Salts  Spa  Standard  (325g) 

* 

45 

12 

3,52 

GERMOLOIDS 

Salts  Spa  Large  (540g) 

* 

66 

12 

5  16 

Suppositories  Standard 

Salts  Herbal  Standard  (325g) 

♦ 

45 

12 

3  52 

(12  Suppositories) 

66 

12 

5.26 

Salts  Herbal  Large  (540g) 

66 

12 

5,16 

Suppositories  Large 

Liqulu  opar  otanaara  \z  /\j  mij 

69 

6 

z.  /u 

(24  Suppositories) 

119 

3 

2.37 

Liquid  Spar  Large  (500  ml) 

* 

103 

6 

4,03 

Ointment  (25g) 

66 

12 

5.26 

Liquid  Herbal  Standard  (270  ml) 

* 

69 

6 

2  70 

Toilet  Tissues  (10  Tissues) 

* 

61 

6 

2  43 

Liquid  Herbal  Large  (500  ml) 

* 

103 

6 

403 

VENDS 

2nd  DEBUT 

Standard  (75  ml) 

62 

12 

4.94 

C.E.F600  Standard  (28  ml) 

* 

125 

6 

4,57 

Large  (135  ml) 

86 

6 

3.43 

C.E.F  600  Medium  (60  ml) 

* 

240 

6 

5  78 

Honey  Lemon  Standard  (75  ml) 

62 

12 

4.94 

C.E.F  1200  Standard  (28  ml) 

185 

6 

6,77 

Honey  Lemon  Large  (135  ml) 

86 

6 

3.43 

C.E.F  1200  Medium  (60  ml) 

* 

290 

6 

10,61 

C.E.F  1200  Large(120ml) 

* 

455 

3 

832 

P    Sale  is  restricted  to  persons  lawfully  conducting  a  Retail  Pharmacy 
business  and  to  Wholesalers  registered  to  deal  with  drugs  referred  to  in 
Schedule  I  of  the  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations  7973. 

PP  Sale  is  restricted  as  for  p  (above)  from  1st  February  1980. 

BEECHAM  HOUSE  BRENTFORD 
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Price  Maintenance  - 
marked  * 


-  Fixed  prices  for  all  above  products,  except  those 
All  Case  Terms  are  subject  to  the  addition  of  75%  Value  Added  Tax. 
MIDDLESEX  TW89BD     TELEPHONE  01-560  5151 
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COMPANY 
NEWS 

Beecham  re-organise 
proprietaries 

Beecham  Products  re-organised  their 
proprietaries  division  as  from  January  1. 
Mr  John  Hunter  is  appointed  managing 
director  of  a  new  proprietaries  Europe- 
Western  division  with  responsibility  for 
the  UK,  Scandinavia,  Holland,  Belgium 
and  future  development  in  Spain.  He  has 
previously  held  senior  posts  with 
Beecham,  including  those  of  managing 
director  for  the  Corona  soft  drinks  divi- 
sion and  Beecham  South  Africa. 

Another  division,  proprietaries  Europe- 
central,  will  cover  Germany,  Austria, 
Switzerland  and  France.  Mr  D.  N.  A. 
McClure  will  be  chairman  of  both  the 
new  divisions. 


John  Hunter,  Beecham 


Naplitha  price  row 

Major  UK  chemical  producers  are 
accusing  the  oil  companies  of  pricing 
naphtha  at  "unfair"  levels.  Naphtha,  a 


ARE  YOU  READY  FOR 
THE  COMPLETE 
-TREATMENT? 


EMOFORM 

for  all-round  dental  hygiene 

EMOFORM  DENTAL 
PASTE 

EMOFORM  MOUTH 
BATH 

and  now  


the  NEW  EMOFORM 
TOOTHBRUSH 

specially  designed  to 
guard  against  injury 
to  sensitive  gums. 

Ask  your  representative 
about  bonus  offers. 

Made  by  Pharmaceutical  Manufacturing  Company  for-.- 

WIGGLESWORTH 
LIMITED 

Westhoughton  Bolton  BL5  3SL. 
Telephone:  0942  811567 
A  member  of  the  WILLOWS  FRANCIS  GROUP 


basic  raw  material  of  the  chemical  in- 
dustry, has  a  present  contract  price  of 
aiound  $310  a  tonne;  the  chemical  in- 
dustry claims  that  for  delivery  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1980  up  to  $380  a  tonne  is 
being  asked  by  the  oil  companies. 

ICI  say  that  increases  in  the  price  of 
crude  oil  are  being  loaded  onto  the  cost 
of  naphtha  while  petrol  buyers  are 
getting  off  relatively  lightly.  Shell  have 
said  that  the  priicing  systems  for  naphtha 
and  petrol  are  not  comparable;  naphtha 
is  priced  on  a  quarterly  basis  whereas  the 
price  of  petrol  could  be  changed  much 
more  quickly. 

Squibb  merger  deal 

The  directors  of  Squibh  Corporation  and 
Advanced  Technology  Laboratories  Inc 
have  approved  an  agreement  providing 
for  the  merger  of  ATL  with  Squibb.  Con- 
summation of  the  merger  is  subject  to 
approval  by  ATL's  sibareholders. 

Advanced  Technology  Lalboratories 
manufacture  medical  diagnostic  ultra- 
sound instruments  and  have  their  head- 
quarters in  Bellevue,  Washington. 

Squibb,  who  will  issue  about  1.6  mil- 
lion 'Shares  df  their  stock  in  the  merger, 
say  that  ATL  will  remain  an  indepen- 
dently managed  company,  With  Gordon 
B.  Kuenster  remaining  the  chief  execu- 
tive officer  of  ATL.  After  the  merger  Mr 
Kuenster  "wiill  serve  on  the  Squibb  board 
of  directors. 

Disclosure  limits 

Monetary  thresholds  for  the  disclosure 
of  information  in  company  accounts  have 
been  raised  from  January  1.  Companies 
which  are  neither  holding  companies  nor 
subsidiary  companies  need  not  disclose 
deta'ils  of  turnover  if  it  falls  below  £lm, 
the  previous  limit  was  £250,000.  Also, 
the  bands  referred  to  when  amounts  of 
directors'  earnings  are  shown  are  in- 
creased from  £2,500  to  £5,000  and  the 
threshold  for  the  disclosure  oT  directors' 
earnings  has  increased  from  £15,000  to 
£40,000. 

All  companies  are  now  exempt  from 
showing  particulars  of  employees'  salaries 
unless  they  exceed  £20,000  (previously 
£10,000)  and  the  bands  of  reference  are 
increased  from  £2,500  to  £5,000. 
The  Companies  Accounts  Regulations 
1979  (SI  1618;  HM  Stationery  Office, 
price  £0.10). 

Briefly 

Boots  and  Tesco  are  to  share  a  £780,000 
shopping  development  in  Chester  just 
completed  by  Bison  Concrete. 

H.  L.  Wade  Ltd  have  moved  from  112 
King's  Road,  Brentwood,  Essex,  to  26 
Warley  Hill.  The  superintendent  pharma- 
cist is  Mr  N.  L.  Wood. 

Appointments 

Guerlain:  Robert  Guerlain  has  taken 
over  as  managing  director  from  Michael 
Vincent  who  has  taken  up  the  position  of 
president  of  the  North  American  com- 
panies. There  are  also  three  new  directors 
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— ^Philippe  Guerlain,  Aileen  Taylor  and 
Michael  Grafton. 

Sangers  Group  Ltd:  Mr  Roger  Steel  has 
joined  the  board.  He  is  managing  director 
of  the  optics  division  and  has  been  with 
the  Group  since  September  1976. 
Johnson  and  Jorgensen  (Plastics)  Ltd 
have  appointed  Mr  Rodney  Measures 
product   sales   manager  (closures). 

LETTERS 

DHSS  and  discounts 

T  was  heartened  to  read  Mr  Worby's 
reasoned  attack  on  the  "Discount  recov- 
ery threat"  (C&D  December  15,  1979. 
p960). 

In  m\'  small  pharmacy.  I  deal  with 
about  1.400  items  each  month  and  enjoy 
the  services  of  four  wholesalers,  each  of 
whom  makes  one  delivery  each  day  to 
me.  As  Mr  Worby  ha.s  explained,  this 
is  onl\'  possible  by  maintaining  a  reason- 
able monthly  account  with  each  whole- 
saler. I  follow  thi.s  policy — I  cannot  offer 
a  proper  service  to  my  patients  otherwise. 

Individual  wholesalers  do  encounter 
out-of-stock  situations  for  quite  import- 
ant products  such  as  Dixorit.  .Audicort, 
Urispas — to  mention  just  a  few  recent 
examples.  In  addition,  w'ith  such  a  small 
throughput.  T  s-imply  cannot  afford  to 
stock  all  the  items  T  might  wish  to,  or  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  meet  an  exceptional 
demand  (eg  Lomotil).  For  these  reasons. 
T  feel  I  must  operate  accounts  with  four 
wholesalers. 

As  a  consequence,  T  receive  very  little 
benefit  from  discounts.  I  have  in  front  of 
me  the  statement  for  November  relating 
to  one  of  my  main  accounts.  Total  value 
including  VAT  £1413.19;  discount  of 
£1.46  allowed  if  payment  is  received  by 
December  30.  This  meagre  discount  is 
explained  by  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
OTC  goods  involved  are  purchased  in 
manufacturers'  outers  at  a  price  which 
reflects  the  wholesaler's  reduced  handling 
costs,  and  which  attracts  no  end-of- 
month  discount. 

T  wonder  if  the  NPA  could  produce  a 
little  proforma  (in  duplicate)  addressed  to 
the  member's  wholesaler:  "To  Messrs. 
.  .  .  ,  Please  note  that  T  no  longer  wish  to 
participate  in  any  discount  scheme  and 
should  like  to  receive  your  written  con- 
firmation that  this  is  so.  Signed:  " 

These  replies  would  then  be  sent  to 
the  NP.4.  collated  and  passed  on  to  the 
DHSS.  T  am  sure  most  contractors  would 
like  to  see  the  end  of  this  harmful  dis- 
count war. 
Cui  Bono 

Secrecy 

Why  are  the  PSNC  and  the  DHSS  dis- 
cussing the  implications  df  the  Franks 
report  in  such  a  secret  manner?  Surely 
all  chemist  contractors  should  be  ex- 
tended the  courtesy  of  knowing  the 
details  of  the  "unsatisfactory  package" 
offered  by  the  DHSS  and  the  counter 
proposals  put  forward  by  the  PSNC. 
David  W.  Hanford 
Llansamlet,  Swansea. 


MARKET  NEWS 

Vitamins  up 

London,  January  2:  Most  of  the  vita- 
mins supplied  by  the  major  producers 
were  marked  up  by  varying  amounts 
from  January  1.  Calcium  pantothenate 
appeared  to  suffer  the  steepest  rise, 
going  up  from  £6.97  to  £10.61kg 
whiereas  thiamine  and  ascorbic  acid 
went  up  by  only  £1.10  and  £0.35kg 
respectively.  From  the  same  date 
iodides  were  advanced  by  about  £1kg. 

In  the  crude  drug  and  essential  oil 
sectors  little  business  has  been  trans- 
acted because  of  the  long  holiday. 
Demand  is  unlikely  to  pick  up  for 
some  while  yet  since  stocktaking  is  in 
progress.  Despite  difficulties  in  obtain- 
ing liquorice  from  one  of  the  former 
producing  countries,  Iran,  it  is  obtain- 
able elsewhere  and  root  and  juice  in 
block  or  spray-dried  are  quoted.  Simi- 
larly Indian  cumin  seed  is  filling  any 
gap  through  interruption  of  Iranian 
supplies. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Ascorbic  acid:  (Per  kg)  100-kg  C5  51;  500-kg  E4.85 
as  to  source. 

Biolin:  Crystals  C7,71  per  g:  in  10-q  lots- 
Calcium  ascorbale:  £7.28  kg  in  5-kg  pack. 
Calcium    carbonate:    Ligtit    precipitated    BP  £175 

metric  ton  delivered. 

Calcium  chloride:  BP  antiydrous  96/98%   £1.13  kg 
in  50-kg  lots  of  powder:  granular  £1.15  hexahydrate 
crystals   BP    1968  £0.81. 
Calcium  gluconate:  £1.800  per  metric  ton. 
Calcium  lactate:   100-kg   lots  £1  37  kg. 
Calcium  pantothenate:  £10.61  kg  in  25-kg  lots. 
Cyanocobalamin:  £2  31  per  g  in  100  g  lots;  impor- 
ted £2  60 

Dexpanihenol:  (Per  kg)  £11.17  in  5-kg  lots. 
Dexlrometliorptian:  £165  in  5-kg  lots. 
Folic  acid:  100-kg  lots  from  £58  kn. 
Glucose:    (Per   metric   ton    in    10-ton    lots) — mono- 
hydrate    £250    anhiydrous    £550:    liquid    43'  Baume 
£234   (5-drum  lots):  naked  18-tons  £187. 
Iodides:    Ammonium    £11.40    kg    (in    50-kg  lots): 
potassium    £5.90    kg    (250    kg);    sodium    £8.50  kg 
(50-kg). 

Iodine:  Resublimed  £7.48  kg  in  250-kg  lots;  crude 

£5  30  kg  in  1-ton  lots. 

Iodoform:   USNF  £15  kg  in  50-kg  lots. 

Nicotinamide:  £4  40  kg   in  50-kg  lots. 

Nicotinic  acid:  £4.35  kg;   in  50-kg  lots. 

Potassium  acetate:   BPC  £1    kg  for  minimum  £500 

order 

Potassium    ammonium   tartrate:    £2  24    kg    in  50-kg 

lots. 

Potassium  bitartrate:  £1.090  per  metric  ton. 

Potassium  citrate:  Granular  £1,005  per  metric  ton. 

pow/der  £1,025.   mono,   anhydrous  £862. 

Potassium    diphosphate:    BPC    1949    in    50-kg  lots, 

granular  £2,15  kg:   powder  £1.88. 

Potassium  hydroxide:  Pellets  BP  1963  in  50-kg  lots 

£1.379    kq;    sticks    not    offered:    technical  flakes 

£0.4577. 

Potassium  nitrate:  Recrystallised  £1.05  kq  for  50-kg 
drums. 

Potassium  phosphate:  monobasic  BPC  1949,  £1.30 
kg   in  50-kg  lots. 

Potassium  SDdlum  tartrate:  £887  per  metric  ton, 

Pyridoxine:  £24  31  kg  for  20  kg  lots 

Riboflavine:     (Per     kg)     £31.85    in     10-kg  packs. 

diphosphate  sodium  £79.61  in  5-ka. 

Sodium  ascorbate:  100-kg  lots  £5.51  per  kg. 

Sodium  thiosulphaie:  photo  grade  £197,35  per  metric 

ton;  £184,15  ten  in  4-ton  lots, 

Succinylsulphathiazole:   £12.50   kg   in   250   kg  lots. 
Suiphacetamide  sodium:  BP  £7.25  kg  for  50-kg. 
Sulphaquinoxaline:    BVetC   £11.17   kg:    sodium  salt 
£12.52  kg  both  in  500-kg  lots. 
Sulphamethizole:  £11.35  kq  in   1,000  kg  lots. 
Sulphalhiazole:  BP  1973.  £7.30  kg  in  i-ton  lots. 
Sulphadiazine:  BP  68  £4.80  kg  in  250-kg  lots. 
Sulphadimidine:  £7.30  kg  for  imported  in  i-ton  lots. 
Thiamine:    Hydrochloride  mononitrate   £18  81    kg  in 
25-kg    lots    of    British    origin:     Imported    £16  kg 
(500-kg), 

Tocopherol:  DL-alpha  £17.95  kg:  5-kg  £20.45  kg. 

Tocopheryl   acetate:   DL   alpha   per   kg   £15.20  (in 

20-kg  lots);  adsorbate  £12.22  (25-kg). 

Vitamin  A:   (per  kg)   acetate  powder,   tablet  grade 

£17.37    (5   kg    lots):    palmitate   oily   concentrate  1 

mi    per    g    £17.23    (5-kg):    water    miscible  £4.63 

'  tre   (6-litre  pack). 

Vitamin  D2:  Type  850  £54.61  kg. 

Vitamin    E:    See    tocoDhervl  acetate. 

Vitamin  K:  100-g  lots  E3.56g. 

Yohimbine   hydrochloride:   £327  50   per   kg:  £303.50 

kg  in  5-kg  lots. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  tor  bulk  quantities  and  do  not  include 
value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last  quoted  or 
accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


COMING  EVENTS 

Conference  on 
technology 

The  second  British  Pharmaceutical  Tech- 
nology Conference  will  be  held  on  April 
y-ll  at  the  London  Tara  Hotel.  Wrights 

I.  ane.  London  W8  5SR.  Sponsored  by 
the  Solid  Dosage  Research  Unit  the  con- 
ference aims  to  bring  together,  in  an  in- 
formal atmosphere,  industrial  and  aca- 
demic scientists  concerned  with  the  re- 
search, development,  manufacture  and 
quality  assurance  of  medicinal  products. 
The  conference  will  be  concerned  mainly 
with  aspects  of  ta'bleting;  also  featured 
will  be  particle  sizing  and  the  sizing  of 
inhalation  aerosols.  Details  from  Dr  M. 
H.  Rubinstein.  49  Menlove  Avenue, 
Liverpool  LI 8  2 EH. 

Monday,  January  7 

East  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Churchill  Room.  Wanstead  Library.  Spratt  Hall 
Road.  Wanstead.  Ell,  at  8  p  m   Mr  T.  P.  Astill 
(deputy  secretary,  NPA)  on  "Pharmaceutical 
legislation." 

Tuesday,  January  8 

South-east  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Lewisham  Hospital  medical  centre 
Lewisham  High  Street.  Lewisham  SE13.  at  8  p.m. 
Mr  Gordon  Smith  on  "The  PSNC." 
Galen  Group,  Friends'  Meeting  House,  Park  Lane, 
Croydon,  at  8  p.m.  Mrs  J.  D.  Cooper  on  "The 
history  of  knitting. " 

Wednesday,  January  9 

Sheffield  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Police 
Headquarters.  Snig  Hill.  Sheffield,  at  8  p.m.  Talk 
and  film  on  drug  abuse. 

Leicestershire  Branch,  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  Belmont  Hotel.  De  Montford  Street, 
Leicester,  at  8  p.m.  Mr  D.  Ross  (NPA  Board  of 
Management  and  PSNC)  on  "NHS  negotiations — 
current  position  and  future  prospects  for  the 
1980s." 

Thursday,  January  10 

Plymouth  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society 

Greenbank  Hospital  board  room.  Plymouth, 
at  8  p.m.  Talk  with  slides  on  New  Zealand  by 
Mr  John  Pope. 

Society  of  Cosmetic  Scientists,  Royal  Society  of 
Arts.  6  John  Adam  Street.  London  WC2A  6AJ, 
at  7.30  p.m.  Dr  C.  Walters  (British  Food 
Manufacturing  Industry  Research  Association)  on - 
"Detection  and  estimation  of  nitrosamines  in 
cosmetics  and  toiletries." 
Hounslow  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
West  Middlesex  Hospital  lecture  theatre. 
Twickenham  Road.  Isleworth,  at  8  p.m.  Mr  J.  W. 
Gorrod  (Department  of  Pharmacy.  Chelsea  College) 
on  "Toxicological  implications  of  the  biological 
oxidation  of  nitrogen  in  drugs." 
Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  McCance  Building, 
University  of  Strathclyde,  at  7.30  p.m.  Professor 
A.  R.  Rogers  (Heriot-Watt  University)  on  "The 
future  of  general  practice  pharmacy  in  Scotland." 

Advance  information 

Chiltern  Region  postgraduate  courses.  Lectures  on 
"Respiratory  diseases."  January  8.  15.  22.  29. 
at  8  p.m..  postgraduate  medical  centre,  St  Albans 
City  Hospital.  Details  from  course  organiser 
(St  Albans),  division  for  graduate  education, 
department  of  pharmacy.  Chelsea  College,  Manresa 
Road.  London  SW3  6LX.  "Drugs  and  the  central 
nervous  system."  January  14,  21.  28.  February  4. 

II.  at  8  p,m,,  Northwick  Park  Hospital,  Details 
from  course  organiser  (Northwick  Park),  division 
for  graduate  education,  (as  above),  "Diabetes  and 
its  management."  February  5,  12.  19.  26.  Details 
from  Mr  D.  Gillyet.  course  organiser  (Oxford). 

130  Arlington  Drive.  Old  Marston.  Oxford. 
International  Council  of  Shopping  Centres.  Fifth 
annual  European  conference:  "The  chaging  face  of 
shopping."  London  Hilton,  Park  Lane.  London, 
March  9-12.  Fee  £198.  Organisers:  College  of 
Estate  Management.  Whiteknights,  Reading. 
National  Association  of  Women  Pharmacists 
weekend  school.  University  College,  Cardiff, 
April  11-13.  Lectures  on  "Contraception," 
"Infertility,"  "AID,"  "Management  of  the 
menopause."  "Current  pharmaceutical  topics  and 
law."  Details  from  Mrs  Linda  J.  Stone, 
57  Llandennis  Avenue,  Cyncoed,  Cardiff. 
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Review  of 
markets  79 

The  markets  in  1979  had  to  contend  with 
a  number  of  new  and  major  obstacles 
compared  with  previous  years.  In  the  first 
quarter  or  so  the  country's  inflation  rate 
was  steadily  falling,  as  it  did  during  most 
of  1978,  but  thereafter  it  began  to  climb 
and  December  saw  prospects  change. 

In  its  attempt  to  curb  that  trend  the 
Government  increased  the  minimum  lend- 
ing rate  on  more  than  one  occasion;  the 
last  one  in  November  hoisted  the  rate  to 
a  record  high  level  of  17  per  cent  from 
14  per  cent  making  the  going  rate  for 
borrowing  around  20  per  cent. 

One  obvious  sequel  to  this  dear  money 
policy  was  an  attempt  by  dealers  to  un- 
load their  stocks  more  quickly  than  they 
might  otherwise  have  done.  The  efTect  on 
spot  prices  was  to  make  them  much  more 
advantageous  for  the  buyer  than  those 
on  a  cif  basis  from  origin. 

The  lorry  drivers'  strike  caused  a  great 
deal  of  expense  and  upset  to  all  businesses 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Trade  lost 
by  it  could  often  not  be  recouped.  Chemi- 
cal manufacturers  could  not  get  their  raw 
materials,  such  as  solvents  and  aromatics, 
to  produce  pharmaceuticals  nor  could 
they  get  their  exports  out  to  overseas 
customers.  For  those  manufacturers  there 
was  also  an  added  complication  in  that 
one  of  their  best  customers  of  recent 
years  became  virtually  closed  to  them. 

As  lorry  drivers  refused  to  handle 
goods  to  and  from  the  docks,  incoming 
ships  by-passed  Britain  and  landed  their 
cargoes  of  botanicals  and  essential  oils 
at  Continental  ports.  When  eventually  the 
strike  ended  there  was  the  inevitable 
chaos  before  the  goods  could  be  traced. 

One  country  which  was  never  out  of 
the  news  during  the  whole  year  was  Iran. 
Riots  there  stopped  production  of  pet- 
roleum and  caused  a  world-wide  shortage 
of  the  oil  and  its  products.  Liquid  para- 
ffin and  petroleum  jelly  went  up  in  price 
during  March  and  July. 

After  the  general  election  on  May  3 
the  newly  elected  government  duly  carried 
out  one  of  its  objectives  which  was  to  do 
away  with  the  Price  Commission. 

Unlike  previous  years  the  pound  was 


strong  for  most  of  the  time — too  strong 
for  some  manufacturers  who  complained 
that  they  found  it  difficult  to  compete  in 
export  markets.  Yet  against  the  United 
States  dollar  the  pound  never  reached  the 
parity  of  2.4  which  existed  a  few  years 
ago  and  British  manufacturers  were  able 
to  compete  then.  On  the  other  hand 
imports  were  cheaper  to  buy,  small  rises 
at  origin  often  being  negated  by  the 
Stronger  currency. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Most  vitamin  prices  rose  by  about  3  per 
cent  in  January  and  vitamins  A  and  D 
rose  again  in  April.  By  June,  however, 
the  strength  of  the  pound  against  inter- 
national currencies  was  given  as  the 
reason  for  an  across  the  board  cut  of 
4  per  cent  while  in  October  most  of  the 
items  were  further  reduced.  Supplies 
seemed  plentiful,  with  the  exception  of 
folic  acid  for  a  short  spell. 

Quinine  prices  fell  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  and  thereafter  there  were  no 
market  prices  established.  Barbiturates 
rose  in  June,  phenobarbitone  was  an  ex- 
ception being  reduced  in  June  and  again 
in  November.  Dearer  phenol  pushed  up 
the  rates  of  salicylates  and  aspirin  early 
in  July.  Tartaric  and  citric  acids  moved 
up — tartar'ic  by  £1  kg  and  citric  by  20p. 

Two  weeks  after  raising  the  prices  of 
bismuth  salts  by  substantial  amounts  in 
June  the  manufacturers  issued  new 
schedules  which  showed  considerable  re- 
ductions although  not  reaching  a  status 
quo  position. 

Crude  drugs 

Compared  to  1978  many  crude  drugs 
were  lower  in  1979.  In  most  cases  the 
reason  was  not  to  be  found  in  weaker 
prices  at  origin  but  to  the  stronger  pound. 
Of  the  10  sample  items  in  the  table  it 
will  be  seen  that  eight  finished  the  year 
lower  than  in  1978  (what  other  class  of 
goods  could  boast  the  same  perform- 
ance?), while  two,  cascara  and  ipecacu- 
anha, were  dearer.  The  ban  on  exports 
of  Madras  turmeric  from  India  during 
most  of  1978  was  lifted  in  January  1979. 
Honey  shortages,  also  prevalent  in  1978, 
began  to  ease  in  the  autumn  of  1979  when 
prospects  of  an  improved  crop  became 
evident  in  Australia  and  other  countries. 

Natural  camphor  became  very  scarce 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  for  a  short 


time  the  synthetic  too  was  short.  Menthol 
fell  substantially  over  the  year  and  as 
1980  approached  it  was  expected  that  the 
duty  levied  on  imports  of  the  crystals  of 
Chinese  origin  would  be  removed  putting 
them  on  the  same  basis  as  Brazilian. 

Essential  oils 

Among  essential  oils  citronella  often  pro- 
vides a  feature.  The  Ceylon  oil  doubled 
in  price  because  other  sources,  especially 
China,  were  unable  to  supply.  Chinese 
arvensis  peppermint  finished  the  year  at 
well  under  the  Brazilian  oil  price — a  com- 
plete reversal  of  the  position  which 
occurred  regularly  up  to  a  few  years  ago. 
The  American  piperata  gradually  got 
dearer  after  stocks  from  the  bumper  1978 
crop  were  taken  up.  The  1979  crop  yield 
was  well  down  on  the  previous  year  as 
was  that  of  American  spearmint  and 
prices  of  the  latter  from  China  and  the 
US  were  more  in  line  with  one  another 
by  December  than  in  the  previous  year. 


Chemicals  Dec  1978  Dec  1979 

£  per  Kg 


O.  1  o 

A  c  n  i  r  i  n 
rAofJ  1 1  1 1 1 

1  .HVJ 

1  7R 

R  ic  m  iith  r*at*hr»nato 

CJlolllULll  UCtlUUllCllt? 

R  nn 

Citric  acid 

0.74 

0.90 

Codeine  phosphate 

490.00 

490.00 

Paracetamol 

2.94 

3.22 

Phenobarbitone 

11.62 

Potassium  citrate 

0.89 

I.OOi 

Sodium  bicarbonate 

0.10 

0.12 

Crude  drugs 

Canada  Balsam 

13.65 

12.65 

Cascara 

0.93 

1.16i 

Cloves 

4.30 

4.16 

Ginger,  cochin 

0.90 

0.43 

Ipecacuanha 

10.00 

20.00* 

Menthol  Brazilian 

7.15 

5.75 

Chinese 

7.50 

5.40 

Kola  nuts 

0.50 

0.48i 

Senna,  Alex  hp  pods 

2.30* 

2.00* 

Witchhazel  leaves 

*  Nominal 

Essential  oils 

Anise,  China  Star 

14.70 

13.70 

Citronella,  Ceylon 

1.60 

3.70 

Eucalyptus  Chinese 

1.90 

1.65 

Lemongrass 

5.00 

4.75 

Peppermint,  Brazilian 

3.85 

4.50 

Chinese 

3.80 

3.10 

American 

11.00 

14.00 

Sandalwood,  Mysore 

75.00 

62.00 

Spearmint,  American 

6.50 

11.00 

Chinese 

11.25 

10.00 

ALPHAKIL 

FOR 
MICE 


PRODUCTS  THE  PROFESSIONALS  USE 


RENTOKILLTD.  PRODUCTS  DIVISION,  FtLCOUPT  EAST  GRINSTFAD 
WEST  SUSSEX,  RH1 9  2JY  Te!epho.e:l.i4ld  (0342)  laSO^^^ 


winlam 


for  twin  lamb 
disease 


Chemist  &  Druggist 


Winlam  is  the  unique  and  established 
remedy  for  pregnancy  toxaemia  in  ewes 
(twin  lamb  disease).  Peak  sales  of  the 
product  are  January  -  March. 

Winlam  comes  within  the  'Pharmacy 
Only'  category  under  the  Medicines  Act 
and  thus  supplies,  from  1st  February, 
1980,  will  be  restricted  to  pharmaceutical 
channels. 

Current  advertising  in  the  'Farmers 
Weekly'  directs  sales  to  chemists. 

For  terms  write  or  'phone  today. 

HODGES  &  MOSS  Ltd 

Harlescott  Lane,  Shrewsbury,  Salop. 
Tel:  Shrewsbury  (0743)  51 558. 

January  5  1980 


Classified  Advertisements 

Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Druggist, 

25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 

Telephone  01-353  3212 

Publication  date  Every  Saturday 

Headings  All  advertisements  appear  under  appropriate 

headings. 

Copy  date  12  noon  Tuesday  prior  to  publication  date. 
Advertisements  should  be  prepaid. 


Circulation  ABC  July/December  1978.  17,737. 
Display/Semi  Display  £5.00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  44mm. 
Whole  Page  £450  (275mm  x  1 86mm). 
Half  Page  £250  (135mm  x 91  mm). 
Quarter  Page  £130  (1 35mm  x  91  mm). 
Lineage  minimum  charge  £5.00  for  20  words, 
25p  per  word  extra. 
Box  Numbers  £0.60  extra. 

Series  Discounts  5%  on  3  insertions  or  over.  10%  on 
7  insertions  or  over.  15%  on  13  insertions  or  over. 


STOCKS  FOR  SALE 


BUSINESS  FOR  SALE 


FOR  CHRISTMAS 

ALL  FRENCH 
COSMETIC  HOUSES 

PERFUMES,  TALCS,  ETC. 
CHEAPER  THAN  TRADE. 
CONSUMER  PRODUCTS. 

TEL:  0903-205861. 


WEST  LONDON 
CASH  AND  CARRY 
397  Acton  Lane, 
London,  W.3. 
Tel:  01-993  6400/6409/2921 
Comprehensive  range  of  chemists' 
goods,  perfumes  and  cosmetics 


WHOLESALE 
MEDICAL 

Containers  and  chemists  sundries.  Very 
competitive  prices. 

51 A  Buckingham  Road, 
South  Woodford,  London  El  8. 
tel:  01-504  9124 
12  Voluntary  Place,  London  E11. 
Tel:  01-989  3430. 


ONE-SIZE  TIGHTS  from  E2.30  doz. 
plus  VAT.  Min.  order  6  doz.'  overall 
CWO.  Carriage  free.  Full  range  Price 
List.  E  &  R  Kaye,  16/18  New  Bridge 
Street,  London,  EC4. 

SINGLE  EDGE  BLADES.  20  packets 
of  5  or  cartons  of  100  £4.50  Inclusive. 
Immediate  delivery.  Cheque  with  order 
please.  Rolenworth  Ltd.  1-3  Grey's 
Road,  Henley  on  Thames,  Oxon. 


STOCKS  WANTED 


A.  &  H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(established  1920) 

Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 

trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 

lines,  and  retailers'  stocks. 

8  Northburgh  Street,  London 

EC1V  DBA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 

Telegrams:  "Salvall",  London 

E.C.I. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  ANTIQUES. 

Drug  runs,  shop  interiors,  tcttles, 
etc.,  urgently  wanted.  Kindly  contact 
Robin  Wheeler  Antiques,  Parklands' 
Park  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey.  Tele- 
phone: Ashtead  72319.  Buyer  col- 
lects. 

January  5  1980 


TRADE  SERVICES 


Why  not  send  your 
enquiries  to 

ANGLIAN  MANUFACTURING 
CHEMISTS  LIMITED 

Contract  Packers  of  Toilet  Pre- 
parations (creams,  shampoos  etc 
in  jars,  tubes  and  bottles)  and  of 
Medicinal  Preparations  (liquids, 
creams  and  powders). 
Also  packers  of  tablets  and  cap- 
sules. 

Competitive  prices,  prompt  deliv- 
ery. Exports  a  speciality. 
Enquiries: 

38/40  Featherstone  St., 

London,  EC1Y  8RN. 

Tel:  01-253  0571    Telex:  267391 


Approved  Prescription  Services  Limited 

CLECKHEATON.  WEST  YORKSHIRE.  BD193BZ. 
TELEPHONE:-    CLECKHEATON  10274)876776. 


COLOSTOMY,  ILEOSTOMY,  UROS- 
TOMY appliances/accessories.  Com- 
plete range.  Immediate  delivery.  Gram- 
pian Medical  Supplies,  29-33  Skene 
Square,  Aberdeen.  Tel:  0224  631307. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


"FASHION  JEWELLERY" 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd., 
34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4 1 EY 
Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive  range 
of  direct  and  imported  continental 
jewellery. 


XI— SOUTH  LANCASHIRE  VIL- 
LAGE— Pharmacy,  near  to  the  coast,  com- 
prises of  double  shop  unit  unopposed  with 
potential.  Turnover,  1978  around  £1 20,000. 
Property  including  extensive  living  accom- 
modation. £42,000,  goodwill  and  fixtures 
£12, (XX)  and  stock  at  valuation,  around 
£16,000. 


X2— WARWICKSHIRE— Well  sighted 
premises  on  village  main  road.  Turnover, 
1978,  £136,946,  scripts  average  approx. 
1,200  per  month,  premises  held  on  lease,  29 
years  to  run.  Capital  required  including 
stock  at  valuation  approx.  £40,000. 


X5— NORTH  EAST  ENGLAND— A 
pharmacy  in  outstanding  town  centre  site, 
very  valuable  freehold  property  valued  at 
£90,000.  Turnover  of  business  1978 
£148,000,  showing  good  increase  in  current 
year.  Scripts  1,400  per  month.  Vendor  will 
sell  for  property  value  plus  valuation  of 
stock,  estimated  at  £22,000. 


X6— WEST  MIDLANDS— Excellent  large 
premises  on  city  outskirts.  Turnover  1978, 
£171,714.  Scripts  approx.  2,300  per  month. 
Property  on  long  lease,  valued  at  £25,000. 
Capital  required  around  £33,000  plus  stock 
at  valuation. 


X3— DEVON— Precinct  site  in  prominent  X7— NORTH  EAST— Residential  village 

summer  resort.  Lease  £1,000  per  year.  Tur-  pharmacy  in  lock-up  premises,  valued  at 

nover  approaching  £100,000.  1,800  scripts  £5,000.  Scripts  £1,200  plus  per  month, 

per  month.  High  class  agencies.  Goodwill  counter  turnover  capable  of  development. 

£22,500  o.n.o.   Fixtures   £5,000.   Stock  Disposed  due  to  ill  health,  property  value 

£20,000  at  valuation.  plus  stocks  approx.  £6,000. 


X4  — NORTH  YORKSHIRE  VIL- 
LAGE—High  Street  shop.  Turnover,  1978, 
£111,384.  Turnover  1979  expected  to  be 
over  £130,000.  Approx.  1,800  scripts  per 
month.  Freehold  property  valued  at  £24,000 
and  stock  at  valuation  estimated  at  £16,000. 
In  addition  offers  invited  for  goodwill  and 
fixtures,  around  £9,500. 


X8— LIVERPOOL— Housing  estate  bus- 
iness on  outskirts  of  town.  Turnover  to  April 
1979,  £63,400,  28.7  per  cent  gross  profit. 
Dispensing  1,700  scripts  per  month.  Not 
dependent  on  any  local  doctor.  Property  on 
lease/rent  £750  per  annum.  Price,  goodwill 
and  fixtures  £1,500  plus  stock  approx. 
£9,000  (could  be  adjusted). 


Srnest  J.TSeorge 

>3a  &  CO  ^ 

'  K    GARDALE  HOUSE.  122  GATLEY  ROAD,  GATLEY,  CHEAOLE, 
CHESHIRE  SK8  4AT  Tel:  061-428  6718/9 


SHOPFiniNG 


STOP  A  THIEF 

Do  not  let  a  thief  spoil  your  Christmas. 

Shoplifting  and  petty  theft  are  a  cosily  menace.  Install  a  simulated  camera 
for  E29.50  plus  VAT — or  a  live  system  from  as  little  as  BBp  per  day. 
Manx  Electronics,  313  New  Cross  Road,  London,  SE14  6AS.  Tel. 
01-691  8721. 


i/i|/l«m80f 


Modular  units  with  complete 
shopfitting  services.  NPU-NPA 
recommended  (for  15  years). 
Coloured  brochure-lrom: 
OIney  Brothers  Ltd., 
Norlhbridge  Road,  Berkhamsted, 
Herts.  HP4  1EG.  Tel:  5417/9 


SUPER  SHELVING  SYSTEM  WILL 
INCREASE  YOUR  TOILETRY  SALES 
BY  HUNDREDS  of  pounds.  Send  for 
colour  illustration  or  ask  us  to  call  for 
instant  quote.  Glass  display  counters 
with  lighting,  island  sites  and  show- 
cases. Early  delivery  direct  from  mak- 
ers. THIRSK  SHOPFITTINGS,  741- 
743  Garrett  Lane,  London  SW17  OPD. 
Tel:  01-946  2291. 


SHOPKIT 


The  worWs  first  D.i.Y.  shop- 
fitting  system  can  save  you  as 
much  as  £1 ,500  on  an  average 
refit.  Illustrateid  leaflets  sent  by 
return  of  post. 

SHOPKIT 
50  Ivatt  Way, 
Peterborough  PE3  7PN 
or  telephone 
Peterborough  0733  265263 
(24  hour  cheap  service) 
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HI 


SITUATIONS  VACANT 


Still  developing  your  career? 

Try  taking 
a  broader  view 
of  piiarmacy 

General  practice,  industry,  hospital,  wholesaling? 
Management,  marketing,  scientific  research?  If  you  still 
haven't  made  up  your  mind  how  to  use  your 
pharmaceutical  qualification  you  could  learn  about  all 
these  aspects  of  the  profession  and  more,  with  Chemist 
&  Druggist.  Joining  our  editorial  team  will  give  a 
young  pharmacist  the  opportunity  to  meet  the  "experts", 
to  see  the  profession  as  it  sees  itself  and  as  others  see 
it — then  to  convey  the  facts  and  opinions  they  discover 
to  pharmacists  in  general,  not  to  mention  the  industries 
that  serve  them. 

Interested?  Then  journalism  may  offer  everything  you 
seek  from  your  career  in  pharmacy.  All  we  ask  is  an 
inquiring  mind,  and  ability  to  write  clearly  and  concisely, 
and  some  post-registration  experience.  The  rest  we  will 
teach  you. 

If  you  would  like  to  discuss  the  prospects  with  us,  send 
details  of  your  progress  to  date  and  current  salary  to:- 
James  Lear, 

A.  Wright,  FPS,  DBA, 
Director, 

Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street,  Square, 
London  EC4A  3JA. 
Telephone  01-353  3212. 


CHEMISTS 
DRUGGIST 


NW5— PHARMACIST.  Required  to 
assist  in  private  pharmacy.  Congenial 
conditions,  no  paperwork,  no  late 
hours  Teleptione  01-427  3101  or 
01-427  2350. 


LECTURER  IN 
PHARMACEUTICS 

Applications  are  invited  for  the  post  of 
Lecturer  in  Pharmaceutics  in  the  School 
of  Pharmacy,  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 
Preference  will  be  given  to  pharmacy 
graduates  with  suitatjie  experience  in 
Pharmaceutical  Technology  or  Phy- 
sical Pharmaceutics. 
Salary  Scale:  E5078-E1 0,038  p.a. 
Entry  to  ttis  scale  will  be  commensurate 
with  experience  and  qualifications  and 
may  be  made  within  the  full  range  of  the 
scale.  There  is  a  non-contributory  pen- 
sion scheme. 

Application  forms  ant!  further  par- 
ticulars relating  to  iftis  posi  may  be 
obtained  from: — 

The  Staff  Office, 

West  Theatre, 

Trinity  Col!3§&, 

Dublin  2. 

to  whom  completed  applications  should 
tie  sent  not  later  than  2S5h  Osnuary 
1980. 


Classified 
Headings 

Situations  Vacant 
Hospital  Appointments 
Trade  Services 


Opportunities 


For  Sale 

Chemist  &  Druggist 

gets  results.  Put  It  to  the 
test  by  posting  us  your 
next  advertisement  or  by 
telephoning  us  on: 
01-353  3212  Extension 
198. 


MEDICAL  REP  JOB  CENTRE 

As  Consultants  exclusively  concerned  in  the  recruitment  &  selection  of  Sales  &  Mar- 
keting people  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Industry,  we  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  major 
pharmaceutical  companies  and  established  Medical  Representatives  hold  us  in  very 
high  regard.  We  are  noted  for  our  strict  confidentiality,  selectivity  &  personal  service.  We 
care  for  our  candidates  and  our  clients.  Check  us  out. 

Why  not  join  our  Sales  Register  if  you  are  seeking  career  progression  as  a  Medical 
Representative'  Our  counselling  service  is  free.  For  details  and  an  application  form, 
write  to  or  telephone:— 

Roy  Eyres  &  Partners  Ltd., 

17  Penrhyn  Road,  Kingston,  Surrey  KT1  2BZ 
Tel:  01-549  6633. 


Sales 
Representative 

North  London  and  East  Anglla 
c.  £5,400  plus  expenses  &  company  car 

British  Cod  Liver  Oils  require  a  Sales  Representative  with 
Chemist  selling  experience  to  develop  sales  of  their  phar- 
maceutical and  veterinary  products. 
Ideally  you  will  be  situated  in  the  London  Area  and  be 
prepared  to  spend  sufficient  time  away  from  home  calling 
on  chemists,  pet  and  agricultural  trades  to  service  existing 
and  prospective  customers. 

The  company  offers  an  attractive  remuneration  package  of 
around  £5,400  out  of  pocket  expenses  and  a  company  car 
with  private  usage. 

Candidates  should  write  with  brief  career  details  to: 
Mr.  M.  J.  Lamb,  Personnel/Training  Manager,  British 
Cod  Liver  Oils,  Marfleet,  Hedon  Road,  Hull. 


Please  Address 
Box  No.  replies  to 


Box  No. 


Chemist  and  Druggist 
25  New  Street  Square, 
London  EC4A  3JA 
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DENDRON  LIMITED 

New  prices  effective  from  January  2nd  1 980 


Product  Description 

Size 

Pack 
outer 

Rec  Retail 
inc  vat  each 

Standard  List 
excl  vat  per  doz 
£ 

PHARMACEUTICALS 

0  DDD  lotion  Ordinary 
[f]  DDD  Lotion  Ordinary 
0  DDD  Lotion  Extra 
\p}  DDD  Cream  Tubes 
[p]  DDD  Cream  Jars 
DDD  Soap 

30ml 
58ml 
58ml 
18g 
30g 
75g 

1  Doz 
1  Doz 
1  Doz 
1  Doz 
1  Doz 
1  Doz 

£ 

*0.63 
*0.91 
*0.99 
*0.57 
*0.75 
0.29 

5.19 
7.50 
8.16 
4.70 
6.18 
2.39 

[E  Medijel  Gel 
El  Medijel  Pastilles 

12.5g 
25's 

1  Doz 
1  Doz 

*0.53 
*0.53  . 

3.88 
3.88 

Blisteze 
Blistik 

3.5g 
4.25g 

2  Doz 
2  Doz 

*0.43 
0.38 

3.15 
2.78 

0  Dentinox  Liquid 
0  Dentinox  Gel 

Dentinox  Gel  Toothpaste 

9ml 
10g 
18ml 

1  Doz 
1  Doz 
1  Doz 

*0.57 
*0.53 
0.49 

4.17 
3.88 
3.59 

Fever  Scan  Temperature  Taker 

1  Doz 

1.35 

9.89 

0  Regular  Wate-On  Emulsion 
0  Super  Wate-On  Emulsion 

450ml 
450ml 

1  Doz 
1  Doz 

*3.35 
*3.75 

24.53 
27.46 

Kaylene  01  Liquid 
Kaylene  Powder 

450ml 
150g 

1/2  Doz 
1  Doz 

*1.53 
*0.53 

11.20 
3.88 

Magsorbent  Powder 

50g 

1  Doz 

*0.43 

3.15 

Nil  Bite 

1  Doz 

*0.41 

3.00 

Simpsons  Foot  Ointment 
Dentifoam  Denture  Cleaner 

60g 
35ml 

1  Doz 
1  Doz 

*0.55 
0.38 

4.03 
2.78 

TOILETRIES 

Deep  Down  Cleansing  Tonic 

115ml 

1  Doz 

0.89 

6.52 

Cosmedin  Lotion  Yellow  For  Greasy  Skin 
Cosmedin  Lotion  Pink  For  Dry  Skin 

115ml 
115ml 

1  Doz 
1  Doz 

0.79 
0.79 

5.78 
5.78 

NuNale  Liquid 

1  Doz 

0.35 

2.56 

Super  NuNale  Liquid 
NuNale  Nail  File 
NuKleen  Nail  Polish  Remover 
NuNale  Cream 

30ml 

110ml 
30g 

1  Doz 
1  Doz 
1  Doz 
1  Doz 

0.69 
0.85 
0.61 
0.69 

5.05 
6.22 
4.47 
5.05 

.  Perform  Hair  Set  Regular 
Perform  Hair  Set  Extra 

125ml 
125ml 

1  Doz 
1  Doz 

1.15 
1.15 

8.42 
8.42 

Oil  of  Venus 

110ml 

1  Doz 

1.28 

9.37 

Today  Girl  Skin  Cleanser  Orig. 
Today  Girl  Skin  Cleanser  Lemon 

125ml                 1  Doz 
125ml                 1  Doz 

10  Denotes  pharmacy  only  products 
*  Denotes  price  maintained  products 

0.80 
0.80 

5.86 
5.86 

VAT  is  chargeable  at  15%  of  the  invoice  value  of  the  goods 


Dendron  Limited  94  Rickmansworth  Road  Watford  Herts  WD1  7JJ 
Telephone  Watford  29251  Telex  number  935610  DDD  Ltd. 


January  5  1980 


For  your  professional  recommendcrtion,  ^  ^  - 
another  grecrt  profit- winner  from  Porice-Davis 


DAY  AND  NIGHT 

Cold  Treatment 


New  Benylin*  Day  and  Night  Cold  Treatment  is  an  effective  product 
that  you  can  recommend  to  your  customers  with  full  professional  confidence. 
It's  an  effective  profit-winner,  too.  No  other  product  in  this  important 
market  offers  you  the  same  return  for  your  recommendation  at  the  counter, 
as  many  pharmacists  know  already. 


Benylin  Day  ond  Nighl  Cold  Treolmeni  ii  c 

contoitiing  24  retail  poclii 

l.U  price  lo  phorm  per  retoil  pacV  55p 


Phenylproponolomine  hydrochloride  B 
Ea(h  blue  (night  i.mej  loblet  confainv 
Poratetamol  B  P 

Diphenhydromine  hydrochloride  B.P 


IndicQtiooi' 

For  ihe  relief  ot  the  tyiDptomt  oiiocioted  with  coldi  and  mflueruo. 
Aduh  Doioge 

four  tabled  ihould  be  token  doily  -  three  yetlow  loblett  dunr>y  the 
doy  or>d  or>e  blue  loblet  at  night 

Toke  only  one  toblet  at  a  time,  and  only  ot  the  timet  of  day  indicated 
on  the  pock 

Do  not  'ode  the  rttght-time  rob/ett  dunng  the  do/. 
ChBdran't  Doiogs: 

Not  retommantJed  for  children  under  12  yean. 


Contra  indkotion  I,  wamir>gi  etc 

Hyper lenirtivity  lo  ony  ot  the  conitituenti  Parotetornol  can  couse  »k<n 
roihei,  diuineit  and  palpitotioni  Caution  thould  be  eneroted  in 
potienit  with  hyperthyroidiMTi,  hyperteniion,  cardioc  dyff  unction, 
d'obeto)  metlitui  ond  liver  diiorden  Benytin  Ooy  &  Night  Cold 
Treatment  ihould  nol  be  uied  dunng  treotrnerrt  with  U.A.O.I.I  or  for 
two  weeki  otter  completion  of  therapy 

Do  not  eiceed  the  tloted  doie  -  An  overdote  n  dar>geroui'  medical 
oftention  ihould  be  lought  immediately  Moy  couje  drowiinetj. 
I(  offected,  do  nol  drive  or  operote  mochmery  Not  lo  be  u»ed  in 
pregnorKy  Avoid  okoholic  drink.  If  lymptomi  periiil,  contuN  your 


Lagoi  Cotagoryr  p 
Prodi/ct  Licence  Holder 

Porke-Dovii  &  Cornpany,  Utk  Road,  Pontypool, 
Gwent,  NP4  OYH  Telephone^  (049  55)  3468- 
Product  Licence  No:  001 8/01 1 5 


PARKE-DAVIS 


•Trade  mork  p8( 


^1 


